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A Whirlwind Tour Through the Land of Ideas!

Forget dusty textbooks and droning lectures, my fellow literature adventurers! Jonathan
Wolff's An Introduction to Political Philosophy: A Summary isn't your grandmother's
philosophy primer. Oh no, this book is a vibrant, rollicking adventure through the very
foundations of how we humans have decided to... well, *behave* with each other. Think
of it as a backstage pass to the grand theater of human governance, where ideas clash,
arguments spark, and the fate of nations is debated with the passion of a thousand
gladiatorial contests (but with significantly fewer lions, thankfully).

Wolff, bless his intellectual heart, has managed to distill the most mind-bending
concepts into a narrative so engaging, you'll find yourself chuckling at the sheer
audacity of some of these thinkers. We're talking about people who looked at a chaotic
world and said, "You know what? We can *organize* this!" And then they proceeded to
invent entirely new ways of thinking about power, justice, and who gets to wear the
crown (or, more often, who *shouldn't*).

What truly elevates this *summary* from mere academic curiosity to a genuine literary
delight is its surprising emotional depth. Wolff doesn't just present you with dry
pronouncements; he paints vivid pictures of the human struggles that gave birth to
these philosophies. You'll feel the frustration of the oppressed, the ambition of the
powerful, and the quiet desperation of those simply trying to live a decent life under
whatever system was currently in vogue. It's a testament to Wolff's skill that he can
make abstract ideas feel so wonderfully, undeniably *human*.

And the universal appeal? Absolutely! Whether you're a seasoned book club veteran
who's debated Plato over wine or a curious newcomer wondering how we ended up
with traffic lights and taxes, this book speaks to you. Wolff's accessible prose and witty
insights make complex ideas feel like lively conversations with brilliant friends. You'll
find yourself pontificating on the nature of liberty at your next family dinner or
dissecting democratic ideals while waiting in line for your morning coffee. It's that kind
of book — the one that seeps into your everyday life and makes you see the world with
fresh, inquisitive eyes.

Here’s what makes this journey so utterly captivating:
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The "Aha!" Moments: Prepare for a delightful barrage of "Oh, *that's* why!" moments. Wolff
masterfully illuminates the connections between historical events and the philosophies they
inspired.

Intellectual Fireworks: The book is a dazzling display of intellectual prowess. You'll encounter a
rogue's gallery of thinkers, each with their own unique brand of genius (and sometimes,
delightful eccentricity).

A Journey, Not a Lecture: Wolff's narrative style transforms what could be a dry topic into an
immersive experience. You'll feel like you're right there, debating the merits of different forms of
government with the best minds in history.

Timeless Relevance: The questions posed in this book are as urgent and relevant today as they
were centuries ago. Wolff helps you understand the roots of our current political landscape,
making you a more informed and engaged citizen of the world.

An Introduction to Political Philosophy: A Summary is more than just a book; it's an
invitation to a grand intellectual playground. It's a magical journey that will entertain
you, enlighten you, and leave you with a profound appreciation for the enduring quest to
build a better society. This is a book that belongs on every discerning reader's shelf, a
timeless classic that continues to capture hearts and minds worldwide.

A Heartfelt Recommendation: If you're looking for a book that is as entertaining as it is
enriching, one that will spark lively discussions and leave you feeling a little bit wiser
(and a lot more amused), then do yourself a favor and pick up Jonathan Wolff's An
Introduction to Political Philosophy: A Summary. It's a testament to the enduring power
of ideas and a truly delightful reading experience. You won't regret stepping into this
extraordinary world!

Strong Recommendation: This book is not just a read; it's an experience. It has a
lasting impact, transforming how you view the world and your place within it. It's a
definitive classic that deserves to be savored, shared, and revisited for generations to
come!
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first published in 1953 this seminal introduction to political philosophy is intended for
both the student of political theory and for the general reader after an introduction
which explains the nature and purpose of philosophy dr murray provides a critical
examination of the principle theories advanced by political philosophers from plato to
marx paying special attention to contemporary issues the book also makes an attempt
to define the essential issues of philosophical significance in contemporary politics
with special reference to the conflict between political authority and individual rights
and to show how the different moral assumptions underlying authoritarian and
democratic systems of government are ultimately based upon different theories of
logic

this authoritative collection of the seminal texts in post war political philosophy has
now been updated and expanded reprints key articles mainly unabridged touching upon
the nature of the state democracy justice rights liberty equality and oppression
includes work from politics law and economics as well as from continental and analytic
philosophy now includes thirteen additional texts taking account of recent
developments in the field and reflecting the most pressing concerns in international
affairs can be used alongside a companion to contemporary political philosophy
blackwell publishing 1993 second edition in preparation as the basis for a systematic
introduction to the subject

a reissue of the 1975 edition of strauss views regarding the nature of political
philosophy a reissue of the 1975 edition with four added essays this collection offers a
clear introduction to strauss views regarding the nature of political philosophy its chief
contemporary antagonists its classical forms and its modern version it gives the reader
strauss thoughts on what political philosophy has been and should be again selected
for their general interest and their accessibility the essays in the book provide a solid
foundation for understanding leo strauss and his political philosophy

this book offers a comprehensive overview of the key concepts and issues of
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contemporary political philosophy providing an essential reference work for scholars
and advanced students it is structured in three parts covering methodological issues
tools and argumentative strategies employed by political philosophy and concepts and
topics key to the discipline expert authors from around the world have written twenty
chapters in a consistent and engaging style each chapter is thoroughly cross
referenced allowing students to appreciate how methodological issues relate to each
other and how methodology and argumentative tools affect the way substantial issues
are addressed the chapters are supplemented by further reading lists and selected
bibliographies to aid further research the companion will be required reading for
masters and post doctoral students providing them with the appropriate tools for
approaching political philosophy in a more thoughtful way and showing how
substantive topics are addressed within different perspectives and paradigms the
companion also provides upper level undergraduates with a sophisticated introduction
to the relevant problems and challenges political philosophy addresses

excerpt from an introduction to political philosophy political philosophy cannot be
learnt from text books if it be true that nature always does contrive that every boy and
every gal that s born into the world alive is either a little liberal or else a little
conservative then the most interesting problems of political philosophy must remain
matters of controversy it is perhaps for this reason that students are generally asked to
approach the subject by way of the study of the writings of certain political
philosophers that are generally regarded as classical or it may be because as aristotle
said it would probably be right to suppose that not only these but all other political
discoveries have been made repeatedly or rather an infinite number of times in the
lapse of ages it is our duty then while we avail ourselves adequately of the discoveries
of the past to endeavour to fill up the deficiencies that remain politics bk iv chap 10
about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this book is a reproduction of an
important historical work forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections
present in the aged copy in rare cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish
or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do however repair the vast majority
of imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to
preserve the state of such historical works

the revised edition of this highly successful text provides a clear and accessible
introduction to some of the most important questions of political philosophy organized
around major issues wolff provides the structure that beginners need while also
introducing some distinctive ideas of his own

the opening chapter familiarises students with the aims and methods of political
philosophy it explains the tools required to practice the discipline and discusses how to
apply these to political arguments each of the fifteen subsequent chapters focuses on
a distinct area of public policy such as affirmative action humanitarian intervention
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immigration and parental leave the authors introduce students to the moral questions
that lie at the heart of these political disputes as well as to some of the relevant
academic literature the authors believe that the best way to learn about political
philosophy is to see it in action by arguing for a position in each chapter and defending
it against criticisms they demonstrate to students how political philosophy can inform
our analysis of public policy introducing political philosophy is available for students
and institutions to purchase in a variety of formats and is supported by online
resources the e book offers a mobile experience and convenient access along with
hyperlinks a list of web links and self test questions helping to test your knowledge and
understanding of policy areas and the philosophical arguments that influence them
oxfordtextbooks co uk ebooks student resources a curated list of websites help you to
deepen your knowledge of policy areas and self test questions help you to critically
evaluate key points from each chapter lecturer resources include seminar activities to
encourage student engagement discussion and debate guidance on using the teaching
activities a teaching guide explaining how to get the most out of the book s inside out
approach and customisable powerpoint slides on key topics thinkers and concepts to
aid effective teaching preparation

first published in 1948 the state and the citizen traces the development of the idea of
the state as the ultimate source of authority the author then proceeds to suggest the
proper ends and limitation of state action he analyses the conceptions of state unity
and corporate loyalty and ends with a discussion on the relations between states and
other associations and between one state and another this short and lucid introduction
to political philosophy is an essential read for students and scholars of political
philosophy philosophy and political studies

an updated comprehensive and thematic introduction to political philosophy enabling
readers to reflect critically on a variety of political issues

philosophy underpins political concepts ideals and debates the extent and nature of
our rights liberties and responsibilities the role of the state and the best means of its
governance are all questions to have been addressed by great philosophers throughout
history and questions students of political philosophy must engage with an
introduction to political philosophy offers a thorough lucid and stimulating account of
the central theories and ideas encountered in political philosophy the text is
thematically structured covering the discipline s principal ideologies statism realism
liberalism conservatism socialism anarchism and environmentalism it also offers a
brief history of political philosophy and the major political philosophers including plato
aristotle locke rousseau hobbes marx and rawls and valuably concludes with a look at
applied political philosophy relating the discipline to contemporary political situations
and questions this fascinating book offers a critical overview of one of the central
concepts in philosophy encountered by virtually every student of the subject

james v schall presents in a convincing and articulate manner the revelational
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contribution to political philosophy particularly that which comes out of the roman
catholic tradition

a new understanding of political philosophy from one of its leading thinkers what is
political philosophy what are its fundamental problems and how should it be
distinguished from moral philosophy in this book charles larmore redefines the
distinctive aims of political philosophy reformulating in this light the basis of a liberal
understanding of politics because political life is characterized by deep and enduring
conflict between rival interests and differing moral ideals the core problems of political
philosophy are the regulation of conflict and the conditions under which the members
of society may thus be made subject to political authority we cannot assume that
reason will lead to unanimity about these matters because individuals hold different
moral convictions larmore therefore analyzes the concept of reasonable disagreement
and investigates the ways we can adjudicate conflicts among people who reasonably
disagree about the nature of the human good and the proper basis of political society
challenging both the classical liberalism of locke kant and mill and more recent
theories of political realism proposed by bernard williams and others larmore argues
for a version of political liberalism that is centered on political legitimacy rather than on
social justice and that aims to be well suited to our times rather than universally valid
forceful and thorough yet concise what is political philosophy proposes a new
definition of political philosophy and demonstrates the profound implications of that
definition the result is a compelling and distinctive intervention from a major political
philosopher

an introduction to political philosophy for the student encountering this key
philosophical subdiscipline for the first time

leo strauss is known primarily for reviving classical political philosophy through careful
analyses of works by ancient thinkers as with his published writings strauss s seminars
devoted to specific philosophers were notoriously dense accessible only to graduate
students and scholars with a good command of the subject in 1965 however strauss
offered an introductory course on political philosophy at the university of chicago using
a conversational style he sought to make political philosophy as well as his own ideas
and methods understandable to those with little background on the subject leo strauss
on political philosophy brings together the lectures that comprise strauss s
introduction to political philosophy strauss begins by emphasizing the importance of
political philosophy in determining the common good of society and critically
examining the two most powerful contemporary challenges to the possibility of using
political theory to learn about and develop the best political order positivism and
historicism in seeking the common good classical political philosophers like plato and
aristotle did not distinguish between political philosophy and political science today
however political philosophy must contend with the contemporary belief that it is
impossible to know what the good society really is strauss emphasizes the need to
study the history of political philosophy to see whether the changes in the
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understanding of nature and conceptions of justice that gradually led people to believe
that it is not possible to determine what the best political society is are either
necessary or valid in doing so he ranges across the entire history of political philosophy
providing a valuable thematically coherent foundation including explications of many
canonical thinkers such as auguste comte and immanuel kant about whom strauss did
not write extensively in his published writings

explore the fundamental ideas and theories that shape political philosophy with this
accessible introduction farrell s clear and concise writing style make this book an ideal
starting point for students and anyone seeking to broaden their understanding of
politics and political theory this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in
the public domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within the
united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or
corporate has a copyright on the body of the work scholars believe and we concur that
this work is important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally
available to the public we appreciate your support of the preservation process and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant
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