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An Introduction To Political Philosophy Wolff An to Political Philosophy Wolff An to Political Philosophy by Robert Paul Wolff is a seminal work that delves into the core
concepts and enduring questions of political thought The book explores a diverse range of thinkers from classical philosophers like Plato and Aristotle to modern figures like
Locke Rousseau and Marx providing a nuanced understanding of the development and evolution of political ideas Political philosophy justice liberty state government
morality rights social contract natural law utilitarianism liberalism Marxism anarchism power authority democracy political obligation Wolffs book is divided into five parts
each exploring a different aspect of political philosophy 1 The Nature of Political Philosophy This section establishes the fundamental questions of political philosophy
exploring the nature of political power authority and the relationship between individuals and the state Wolff emphasizes the inherent conflict between individual liberty
and the authority of the state 2 Theories of Justice This section examines various theories of justice including classical theories based on natural law and social contract
theories Wolff scrutinizes these theories highlighting their strengths and weaknesses and ultimately advocating for a more individualistic approach to justice 3 Theories of
the State This section explores the different forms of government including monarchy aristocracy democracy and various socialist models Wolff analyzes the strengths and
weaknesses of each system while emphasizing the potential for tyranny inherent in all forms of government 4 Theories of Rights This section focuses on the concept of
rights both natural and legal Wolff analyzes different theories of rights including those of Locke Kant and Mill and explores the implications of rights for individual freedom
and the relationship between individuals and the state 5 Contemporary Political Philosophy This section examines contemporary debates in political philosophy including
issues like distributive justice libertarianism and the concept 2 of political obligation Wolff offers his own perspective on these issues highlighting the enduring relevance of
the core questions of political philosophy Conclusion Wolffs An to Political Philosophy leaves the reader with a profound sense of the complexities and dilemmas inherent in
political thought The book challenges us to critically examine our own beliefs and assumptions about the nature of power justice and individual freedom It encourages us to
engage in ongoing dialogue and debate about the fundamental principles that shape our societies By offering a comprehensive and insightful exploration of political
philosophy Wolff reminds us that the search for a just and equitable society is an ongoing journey requiring constant critical reflection and a commitment to the pursuit of
truth and justice FAQs 1 Is this book only for political science students No An to Political Philosophy is accessible to anyone interested in understanding the core concepts
and questions of political thought Whether you are a student a professional or simply a curious individual this book can provide valuable insights into the foundations of our
political systems 2 Is the book too theoretical While the book delves into complex philosophical ideas Wolff presents them in a clear and accessible manner making them
relevant to contemporary issues and concerns 3 Is Wolffs perspective biased Wolffs writing reflects his own libertarian perspective but he is careful to present diverse
viewpoints and engage with competing theories The book encourages critical thinking and analysis of all perspectives 4 How does this book relate to current events An to
Political Philosophy provides a foundation for understanding contemporary political debates from issues like social justice and economic equality to the role of government
in society 5 What should | do after reading this book Wolffs book can serve as a springboard for further exploration of specific topics in political philosophy You can delve
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into the works of individual thinkers engage with contemporary political debates or explore the history of political ideas in greater depth By engaging with the fundamental
guestions and enduring challenges addressed in An to Political Philosophy we can gain a deeper understanding of our political systems and actively participate in shaping a
more just and equitable world 3
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first published in 1953 this seminal introduction to political philosophy is intended for both the student of political theory and for the general reader after an introduction
which explains the nature and purpose of philosophy dr murray provides a critical examination of the principle theories advanced by political philosophers from plato to
marx paying special attention to contemporary issues the book also makes an attempt to define the essential issues of philosophical significance in contemporary politics
with special reference to the conflict between political authority and individual rights and to show how the different moral assumptions underlying authoritarian and
democratic systems of government are ultimately based upon different theories of logic

this authoritative collection of the seminal texts in post war political philosophy has now been updated and expanded reprints key articles mainly unabridged touching upon
the nature of the state democracy justice rights liberty equality and oppression includes work from politics law and economics as well as from continental and analytic
philosophy now includes thirteen additional texts taking account of recent developments in the field and reflecting the most pressing concerns in international affairs can be
used alongside a companion to contemporary political philosophy blackwell publishing 1993 second edition in preparation as the basis for a systematic introduction to the
subject
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this book offers a comprehensive overview of the key concepts and issues of contemporary political philosophy providing an essential reference work for scholars and
advanced students it is structured in three parts covering methodological issues tools and argumentative strategies employed by political philosophy and concepts and
topics key to the discipline expert authors from around the world have written twenty chapters in a consistent and engaging style each chapter is thoroughly cross
referenced allowing students to appreciate how methodological issues relate to each other and how methodology and argumentative tools affect the way substantial issues
are addressed the chapters are supplemented by further reading lists and selected bibliographies to aid further research the companion will be required reading for masters
and post doctoral students providing them with the appropriate tools for approaching political philosophy in a more thoughtful way and showing how substantive topics are
addressed within different perspectives and paradigms the companion also provides upper level undergraduates with a sophisticated introduction to the relevant problems
and challenges political philosophy addresses

the revised edition of this highly successful text provides a clear and accessible introduction to some of the most important questions of political philosophy organized
around major issues wolff provides the structure that beginners need while also introducing some distinctive ideas of his own

written mainly as a text book but also for the general reader this book aims to provide an introduction to the subject of political philosophy all important past political
philosophers make their appearence in the text including plato aristotle hobbes locke rousseau hegel marx and john stuart mill contemporary philosophers such as rawls
dworkin and nozick are also included the book introduces 12 central political concepts power the state sovereignty law authority justice equality rights property freedom
democracy and the public interest each of these topics are analyzed theories about them explained and problems discussed

a new understanding of political philosophy from one of its leading thinkers what is political philosophy what are its fundamental problems and how should it be
distinguished from moral philosophy in this book charles larmore redefines the distinctive aims of political philosophy reformulating in this light the basis of a liberal
understanding of politics because political life is characterized by deep and enduring conflict between rival interests and differing moral ideals the core problems of political
philosophy are the regulation of conflict and the conditions under which the members of society may thus be made subject to political authority we cannot assume that
reason will lead to unanimity about these matters because individuals hold different moral convictions larmore therefore analyzes the concept of reasonable disagreement
and investigates the ways we can adjudicate conflicts among people who reasonably disagree about the nature of the human good and the proper basis of political society
challenging both the classical liberalism of locke kant and mill and more recent theories of political realism proposed by bernard williams and others larmore argues for a
version of political liberalism that is centered on political legitimacy rather than on social justice and that aims to be well suited to our times rather than universally valid
forceful and thorough yet concise what is political philosophy proposes a new definition of political philosophy and demonstrates the profound implications of that
definition the result is a compelling and distinctive intervention from a major political philosopher

excerpt from an introduction to political philosophy political philosophy cannot be learnt from text books if it be true that nature always does contrive that every boy and
every gal that s born into the world alive is either a little liberal or else a little conservative then the most interesting problems of political philosophy must remain matters of
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controversy it is perhaps for this reason that students are generally asked to approach the subject by way of the study of the writings of certain political philosophers that
are generally regarded as classical or it may be because as aristotle said it would probably be right to suppose that not only these but all other political discoveries have been
made repeatedly or rather an infinite number of times in the lapse of ages it is our duty then while we avail ourselves adequately of the discoveries of the past to endeavour
to fill up the deficiencies that remain politics bk iv chap 10 about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books find more at
forgottenbooks com this book is a reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving
the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in
our edition we do however repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical
works

accessibly written this short introduction encourages readers to think clearly and critically about key political concepts such as authority democracy justice and nationality
among others miller looks at political authority discusses the reasons society needs politics in the first place explores the limitations of politics and asks if there are areas of
life that shouldn t be governed by politics moreover he explores the connections between political authority and justice a constant theme in political philosophy and he
outlines the ways in which social justice can be used to regulate rather than destroy a market economy

this critical study of the influential political theorist dispels popular myths and reveals the inner logic of his varied and notoriously complex writings political theorist leo
strauss was unexpectedly thrust into the media spotlight for his alleged influence on neoconservative politics with the truth about leo strauss michael and catherine zuckert
challenged the many claims and speculations about this complex thinker now with leo strauss and the problem of political philosophy they offer a more comprehensive
interpretation of strauss s thought using the many manifestations of the problem of political philosophy as their touchstone strauss they argue sought to restore political
philosophy to its original socratic form this is demonstrated through his critique of positivism and historicism two intellectual currents that undermined his socratic project
the authors also explore strauss s interpretation of both ancient and modern political philosophers including plato aristotle machiavelli and locke finally they examine
strauss s thought in the context of the twentieth century when his chief interlocutors were schmitt husserl heidegger and nietzsche leo strauss and the problem of political
philosophy is the most in depth treatment of this often misunderstood thinker examining his ideas across his long career it reveals strauss s overall intellectual project to
decode how ancient and modern theory attempted to solve the problem of political philosophy and it shows why strauss considered the ancient solution both
philosophically and politically superior

how to understand a long standing puzzle in political philosophy the relationship between justice and legitimacy can laws be unjust and yet remain in some sense morally
legitimate in this book jonathan quong considers central issues in political philosophy through the lens of this single question he explores and evaluates recent influential
work on this topic and then proposes a novel approach of his own the puzzle at the heart of his account is the phenomenon of legitimate injustice laws and policies that are
substantively unjust yet may be legitimately imposed by government officials how can such laws be legitimate if as some have argued justice is the first virtue of social
institutions quong analyzes the work of those who deny that injustice committed by states can be legitimate simply by virtue of its democratic or procedural pedigree the
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kantian account of legitimate institutions and justice instrumental approaches to political legitimacy and the recent wave of work in democratic theory focused on its
egalitarian character arguing that these analyses do not offer an adequate solution to the puzzle and that there are compelling reasons to revise or reject them quong lays
out his view and explains the implications for more general theories of political morality he argues that we can explain legitimate injustice by appeal to distributive justice if
political disagreement is inevitable then unjust legislation is largely unavoidable it constitutes a burden that must be distributed according to just principles quong s novel
and illuminating framework offers a unique introduction to crucial questions in political philosophy

from greek antiquity to the latest theories this historical survey of political philosophy not only covers the major thinkers in the field but also explores the theme of how
political philosophy relates to the nature of man it illustrates how the great political thinkers have always grounded their political thought in what the author terms a
normative anthropology which typically has not only ethical but metaphysical and or theological components starting with the ancient greek sophists author michael j white
examines how thinkers over the centuries have approached such political and philosophical concerns as justice morality and human flourishing offering substantial studies
of among others plato aristotle cicero locke hobbes rousseau marx and j s mill white highlights the impact of christianity on political philosophy illustrating the diversity of
that impact by studies of augustine aquinas and marsilius of padua concluding with an in depth analysis of john rawls and contemporary liberal political philosophy this text
blends insight and information in a refreshing and useful manner a brief epilogue considers both the value and the limitations of political philosophy and its study

philosophy underpins political concepts ideals and debates the extent and nature of our rights liberties and responsibilities the role of the state and the best means of its
governance are all questions to have been addressed by great philosophers throughout history and questions students of political philosophy must engage with an
introduction to political philosophy offers a thorough lucid and stimulating account of the central theories and ideas encountered in political philosophy the text is
thematically structured covering the discipline s principal ideologies statism realism liberalism conservatism socialism anarchism and environmentalism it also offers a brief
history of political philosophy and the major political philosophers including plato aristotle locke rousseau hobbes marx and rawls and valuably concludes with a look at
applied political philosophy relating the discipline to contemporary political situations and questions this fascinating book offers a critical overview of one of the central
concepts in philosophy encountered by virtually every student of the subject

the opening chapter familiarises students with the aims and methods of political philosophy it explains the tools required to practice the discipline and discusses how to
apply these to political arguments each of the fifteen subsequent chapters focuses on a distinct area of public policy such as affirmative action humanitarian intervention
immigration and parental leave the authors introduce students to the moral questions that lie at the heart of these political disputes as well as to some of the relevant
academic literature the authors believe that the best way to learn about political philosophy is to see it in action by arguing for a position in each chapter and defending it
against criticisms they demonstrate to students how political philosophy can inform our analysis of public policy introducing political philosophy is available for students and
institutions to purchase in a variety of formats and is supported by online resources the e book offers a mobile experience and convenient access along with hyperlinks a list
of web links and self test questions helping to test your knowledge and understanding of policy areas and the philosophical arguments that influence them oxfordtextbooks
co uk ebooks student resources a curated list of websites help you to deepen your knowledge of policy areas and self test questions help you to critically evaluate key points
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from each chapter lecturer resources include seminar activities to encourage student engagement discussion and debate guidance on using the teaching activities a teaching
guide explaining how to get the most out of the book s inside out approach and customisable powerpoint slides on key topics thinkers and concepts to aid effective teaching
preparation

an updated comprehensive and thematic introduction to political philosophy enabling readers to reflect critically on a variety of political issues

this book investigates capitalism and freedom the guiding forces of many political systems in african philosophy it builds on classical and neoliberal capitalism rooted in
private property and freedom and argues for the presence of these elements in the traditional and modern african political systems the author argues that while these
elements are partly imported from western capitalists they are equally traceable in african traditional political systems kayange argues that african politics is marred by a
conflict between embracing capitalism and freedom individualism on the one hand and socialism founded on african communitarianism and communist ideas on the other
this conflict has affected policy development and implementation and has significantly contributed towards the socio economic and ethical crises that are recurrent in most
of the african countries

over the past decade an intellectual movement known as realism has challenged the reigning orthodoxy in political theory and political philosophy realists take issue with
what they see as the excessive moralism and utopianism associated with prominent philosophers like john rawls ronald dworkin and g a cohen but what they would put in its
place has not always been clear the contributors to this volume seek to bring realism into a new phase constructive rather than merely combative to this end they examine
three distinct kinds of realism the first seeks to place questions of feasibility at the center of political theory and philosophy the second seeks to reorient our interpretations
of key works in the canon the third seeks new interpretations or specifications of prominent ideologies such as liberalism radicalism and republicanism such that they no
longer rely on abstract or systematic philosophic systems contributors include david estlund edward hall alison mcqueen terry nardin philip pettit janosch prinz enzo rossi
andrew sabl rahul sagar and matt sleat the chapters originally published as a special issue of critical review of international social and political philosophy

leo strauss is known primarily for reviving classical political philosophy through careful analyses of works by ancient thinkers as with his published writings strauss s
seminars devoted to specific philosophers were notoriously dense accessible only to graduate students and scholars with a good command of the subject in 1965 however
strauss offered an introductory course on political philosophy at the university of chicago using a conversational style he sought to make political philosophy as well as his
own ideas and methods understandable to those with little background on the subject leo strauss on political philosophy brings together the lectures that comprise strauss s
introduction to political philosophy strauss begins by emphasizing the importance of political philosophy in determining the common good of society and critically examining
the two most powerful contemporary challenges to the possibility of using political theory to learn about and develop the best political order positivism and historicism in
seeking the common good classical political philosophers like plato and aristotle did not distinguish between political philosophy and political science today however
political philosophy must contend with the contemporary belief that it is impossible to know what the good society really is strauss emphasizes the need to study the history
of political philosophy to see whether the changes in the understanding of nature and conceptions of justice that gradually led people to believe that it is not possible to
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determine what the best political society is are either necessary or valid in doing so he ranges across the entire history of political philosophy providing a valuable
thematically coherent foundation including explications of many canonical thinkers such as auguste comte and immanuel kant about whom strauss did not write extensively
in his published writings

this comprehensive introduction to the major thinkers and topics in political philosophy explores the philosophical traditions which continue to inform our political
judgements dudley knowles introduces the ideas of key political thinkers including hobbes locke marx and mill and influential contemporary thinkers such as berlin rawls
and nozick he outlines central problems in political philosophy and encourages the reader to critically engage with all the issues discussed the individual chapters discuss
and analyse utilitarianism liberty rights justice obligation democracy political philosophy is ideally suited to students taking introductory courses in political theory and
philosophy

first published in 1948 the state and the citizen traces the development of the idea of the state as the ultimate source of authority the author then proceeds to suggest the
proper ends and limitation of state action he analyses the conceptions of state unity and corporate loyalty and ends with a discussion on the relations between states and
other associations and between one state and another this short and lucid introduction to political philosophy is an essential read for students and scholars of political
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