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the shadow lines is a highly innovative complex and celebrated novel of amitav ghosh published in 1988 it received the

prestigious sahitya academy award in the following year not only literary critics but also some noted litterateurs have

acclaimed it for what it has been able to achieve as a work of art its focus is a fact of history the post partition scenario of

violence but its overall form is a subtle interweaving of fact fiction and reminiscence it is a novel in which amitav ghosh has

been able to realise his artistic conception through an art form which is cohesive however it remains somewhat inaccessible

to some readers they are particularly mystified by its non linear mode this volume of critical essays on the shadow lines is

being presented in the hope that it will enable the reader to gain an insight into the meaning and structure of the novel in the

first part of the book the contributors bring out the various aspects elements of the novel the second part has essays which

look at the novel from some current critical perspectives feminist post colonial and historicist but the emphasis of these

essays is upon practice and not theory the idea is that the reader learns about a specific approach by seeing it applied to the

the shadow lines the third part has a single but significant essay the shadow lines in context which relates the novel to ghosh

s other works both fiction and non fiction though the book is primarily addressed to the student it is hoped that it will interest
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the common discernible reader as well

contributed articles on 20th century english fiction

after the pioneer works by scholars such as naik narasimhaiah and mukherjee and the thirty years of silence which followed

their ground breaking achievements the companion appears on the scene striving to reinvigorate the tradition of panoramic

studies of indian literature in english in the intervening period indian fiction in english has become of paramount importance in

the wide context of postcolonial  studies an emergent crop of novelists belonging to the so called new generation has

colourfully paved the way towards new artistic horizons re interpreting western derived literary models with inventive

approaches complementary to their role there is the articulate presence of a host of indian scholars who in recent years have

significantly influenced the course of this analysis and have vitally contributed to enlarging its scope well beyond the original

boundaries of studies in literary criticism the companion therefore addresses the exigencies of critics teachers and students

alike all those who need to find quick points of reference in this wide field of studies by relying on a team of authoritative

collaborators and specialists from all over the world great care was taken not only in selecting collaborators on the basis of

their specialisation but also taking into account their cultural background in relation to the author they were to discuss the

book in fact has been organised to have what have been deemed to be the most representative authors in indian fiction

discussed in an essay long chapter each structured to highlight crucial points such as biographical details novels and critical

reception each chapter includes a final bibliography complete with primary and secondary sources enabling the scholar to

have immediate orientation on various specific topics finally the book has an innovative section with synopses of novels

planned to allow our readers to immediately place the authors analysed within the panorama of indian fiction in english the
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over 400 synopses included principally introduce works written by the novelists discussed at length in the previous chapters

but along with them it is also possible to find summaries of works by authors who although contributing in a significant way to

the development of forms and techniques do not feature in the first part
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