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the continuation of china s successful rise depends considerably on the capacity of the chinese
government to prevent and manage a wide range of potential and actual crises which could if
mishandled have serious adverse consequences for china these potential crises are both
domestic where the example of the collapse of the soviet union is well understood and
remembered in china and increasingly as a result of china s ever closer involvement in the
global system this book presents a comprehensive overview of crisis management in china
and examines china s mode of managing economic political and military crises as well as
natural disasters ethnic minority issues environmental and public health problems in each area
it considers the nature of potential crises and their possible effects and the degree to which
china is prepared to cope with crises

the history of the medical and scientific debate about the etiology of the disease as it played
out between diet theorists and contagionists from 1880 to 1940 in modern japan beriberi or
thiamin deficiency became a public health problem that cut across all social boundaries
afflicting even the meiji emperor during an age of empire building for the japanese nation
incidence rates in the military ranged from 30 percent in peacetime to 90 percent during war
doctors and public health officials called beriberi a national disease because it festered within
the bodies of the people and threatened the health ofthe empire nevertheless they could not
agree over what caused the disease attributing it to a diet deficiency or a microbe in beriberi in
modern japan alexander r bay examines the debates over the etiologyof this national disease
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries etiological consensus came after
world war i but the struggle at the national level to direct beriberi prevention continued
peaking during wartime mobilization war served as the context within which scientific
knowledge of beriberi and its prevention was made the story of beriberi research is not simply
about the march toward the inevitable discovery of the beriberi vitamin but rather the history
of the role of medicine in state making and empire building in modern japan alexander bay is
assistant professor of history at chapman university

many studies of government in china either simply describe the political institutions or else
focus critically on the weaknesses of the system such as corruption or the absence of western
style democracy authors of these studies fail to appreciate the surprising ability of china s
government to rapidly transform a once impoverished economy and to recover from
numerous crises from 1978 to the present this book on the other hand takes a more balanced
more positive view this view is based on a study of changes in china s institutions for coping
with critical crises in governance since 1978 these changes include better management of
leadership succession better crisis management improved social welfare the management of
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society through treating different social groups differently depending on their potential to rival
the party state and a variety of limited intra party and grassroots democracy this book
applies to the chinese model the term pragmatic authoritarianism it explains changes to and
the likely future direction of china s governance model it compares current risks in china s
governance with threats that terminated dynasties and the republic in china over the past four
thousand years and concludes that the regime can be expected to survive a considerable
period despite its existing flaws few topics in chinese politics are as significant as the nature
state and prospects of the political regime while the topic had been unduly understudied for a
long period of time a young generation of scholars has emerged on this subject among others
the book by hongyi lai stands out and provides a comprehensive and penetrating analysis on
this topic i am confident that his book will make a significant contribution to the study of
chinese politics and may well define the debate on china s political development governance
and model for years to come yongnian zheng director east asian institute national university
of singapore

a fascinating work of detective history the black death traces the causes and far reaching
consequences of this infamous outbreak of plague that spread across the continent of europe
from 1347 to 1351 drawing on sources as diverse as monastic manuscripts and
dendrochronological studies which measure growth rings in trees historian robert s gottfried
demonstrates how a bacillus transmitted by rat fleas brought on an ecological reign of terror
killing one european in three wiping out entire villages and towns and rocking the foundation
of medieval society and civilization

anti violence movements rooted in identity politics are commonplace including those to stop
violence against people of color women and Igbt people unlivable lives reveals the unintended
consequences of this approach within the transgender rights movement in the united states it
illustrates how this form of activism obscures the causes of and lasting solutions to violence
and exacerbates fear among members of the identity group running counter to the goal of
making lives more livable analyzing over a thousand documents produced by thirteen national
organizations westbrook charts both a history of the movement and a path forward that relies
less on identity based tactics and more on intersectionality and coalition building provocative
and galvanizing this book envisions new strategies for anti violence and social justice
movements and will revolutionize the way we think about this form of activism

monthly magazine devoted to topics of general scientific interest

the collections of the advocates library with the exception of its legal books and manuscripts
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were given by the advocates to the national library of scotland in 1925
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