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the companion on humanitarian action addresses the political ethical legal and practical issues which influence reactions to
humanitarian crisis it does so by exploring the daily dilemmas faced by a range of actors including policy makers aid workers the
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private sector and the beneficiaries of aid and by challenging common perceptions regarding humanitarian crisis and the policies
put in place to address these through such explorations it provides practitioners and scholars with the knowledge needed to both
understand and improve upon current forms of humanitarian action the companion will be of use to those interested a range of
humanitarian programmes ranging from emergency medical assistance military interventions managing refugee flows and the
implementation of international humanitarian law as opposed to addressing specific programmes it will explore five themes seen as
relevant to understanding and engaging in all modes of humanitarian action the first section explores varying interpretations of
humanitarianism including critical historical and political economic explanations as well as more practice based explorations
focused on notions needs assessments and evaluation following this readers will be exposed to the latest debates on a range of
humanitarian principles including neutrality and sovereignty before exploring the key issues faced by the main actors involved in
humanitarian crisis from international ngos to local community based organizations the final two sections address what are seen as
key dilemmas in regards to humanitarian action and emerging trends in the humanitarian system including the increasing role of
social media in responding to crises whilst not a how to guide the companion contains many practical insights for policy makers and
aid workers whilst also offering analytical insights for students of humanitarian action indeed throughout the book readers will come
to the realization that understanding and improving humanitarian action simultaneously requires both active critical reflection and
an acceptance of the urgency and timeliness of action that is required for humanitarian assistance to have an impact on vital human
needs exploring a sector that is far from homogenous both practitioners and scholars alike will find the contributions of this book
offers them a deeper understanding of the motivations and mechanics of current interventions but also insight into current changes
and progress occurring in the field of humanitarian practice

understanding the complex nature of international humanitarian action particularly following natural disasters or armed conflicts
has been the mission of this unique series this book explores the cutting edge concerns that will affect how assistance is offered in
the future featuring twelve original essays by leading practitioners policymakers and scholars the book is a state of the field report
on problems threats and opportunities facing relief efforts in today s world with contributions from such authorities as bernard
kouchner founder of doctors without borders charles mccormick ceo of save the children and physicians military leaders field
workers and others the essays confront the most critical issues facing the delivery of effective relief the issues include military and
civilian cooperation in large scale disasters with special attention to the growth of private armies how traditional nongovernmental
organizations and faith based agencies adapt to new challenges is also explored ways to strengthen security for humanitarian
workers refugees and internally displaced persons and those in transition after wars are also considered bringing together
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diplomatic military medical legal political religious and ethical perspectives from experiences in darfur west africa iraq pakistan and
other areas the essays offer an authoritative inventory of where humanitarian relief has been and how it must change to save lives
and communities in peril

inhaltsangabe abstract the past two decades have seen a significant increase in frequency and intensity of complex emergencies
and natural disasters leading to a rapid transformation in the policy and the institutional context of humanitarianism humanitarian
assistance which once covered a very narrow set of basic relief activities carried out by a small group of relatively independent
actors has expanded significantly to an ever widening and much more complex range of rehabilitation work this includes the
definition of aid as being a starting point for addressing poverty or being a tool for peace building in internal conflicts a growing
diversity of non humanitarian actors in the field such as various profit agencies governmental and non governmental armed forces
also changed the picture of humanitarian aid and the perception of its character this transformation has created a broad variety of
standards for performance in the field and led to increasing uncertainties on the quality of humanitarian responses and its
accountability humanitarian catastrophes like the rwandan genocide finally forced humanitarian agencies to think beyond traditional
relief assistance based on the delivery of food shelter or basic health care and take a deeper reflection on how they actually
perceive their own role and accountability in the humanitarian sphere in 1997 the sphere project was launched to develop inter alia a
so called humanitarian charter which tries to put relief aid on a legal basis provided by international law it emphasizes humanitarian
principles of humanity neutrality and impartiality and expresses agencies commitment to act in accordance with them these
principles provide an ethical framework which defines and delineates the humanitarian space within which ngos are supposed to
operate sphere and its commitment to these traditional principles have both supporters and critics within the humanitarian system
especially when it comes to its usefulness in addressing the complexity of political factors surrounding an emergency situation
humanitarian assistance has always been a highly political activity as it involves engaging authorities in conflict affected countries or
relying on financial support that can be driven by a donor s political considerations nowadays relief organizations seem to remain
even less in control of their working environment due to expanding peacekeeping and military led missions of the

this book includes contributions from academics practitioners and policy makers connected with the network on humanitarian
action noha an international association of universities that is committed to interdisciplinary education and research on
humanitarian action celebrating the twentieth anniversary of noha this book highlights some of the most pressing issues and
challenges facing humanitarian action and explores potential solutions drawing on theory and practice and spanning a broad range
of subject matter the book explores the origin of key concepts such as human security reconciliation and resilience and questions
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their effectiveness in the pursuit of humanitarian ends it also charts current developments in the humanitarian system in particular
in its legal and financial frameworks issues relating to humanitarian stakeholders such as the role of the media and the protection of
humanitarian workers are also addressed the contributions are influenced by a range of disciplines including anthropology political
science legal studies and communications

civil wars genocides natural disasters and other emergencies multiplied in the 1990s and not just in the south but in the balkans and
the former soviet bloc this book examines how to respond to the fundamental difficulties thrown up by these humanitarian crises
what kind of aid in particular should be brought in when the situation on the ground mixes up emergency relief with the longer term
process of development the book includes many different voices and embodies an open ended debate about the whole diverse
process of international aid the experiences and lessons it contains are relevant to all those playing a part in or wishing to
understand the practice and dilemmas of humanitarian aid in the 1990s

a critical account of the politics of aid giving

this book examines the practices in western and local spheres of humanitarian intervention and shows how the divide between
these spheres helps to perpetuate western involvement using the democratic republic of the congo as a case study an object of
western intervention since colonial times this book scrutinizes the contemporary practice of humanitarian intervention from the
inside it seeks to expose how humanitarian aid and peacekeeping works what obstacles they encounter and how they manage to
retain their legitimacy by examining the relationship between the west and the dr congo this volume asks why intervention
continues to be so central for the relationship between western and local spheres why is it normal and self evident the main answer
developed here is that the separation of these two spheres allows intervention to enjoy sufficient degrees of legitimacy to be
sustained owing to the contradictions that surface when juxtaposing the western and congolese spheres this book highlights how
keeping them separate is key to sustaining intervention bridging the divide between the liberal peace debate in international
relations and anthropologies of humanitarianism this volume thus presents an important contribution to taking both the legitimizing
proclamations and local realities of intervention seriously the book will be of much interest to students of statebuilding
peacebuilding peacekeeping anthropology research methods and ir in general

becoming an international humanitarian aid worker draws on the experiences of those currently working and those hiring people to
work in humanitarian aid today and an analysis of job postings over a 9 month period it provides relevant information and advice to
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help jobseekers make more informed decisions about what steps to take it first pushes prospective job seekers to reflect on
whether this is the right career path for them it then provides tried and tested strategies for preparing for a humanitarian career and
being competitive in the humanitarian job market serving as a comprehensive guide for those thinking about a career in
international humanitarian aid features advice drawn from an analysis of humanitarian jobs a survey of aid workers and interviews
with human resource staff and humanitarian professionals written in a conversational style with anecdotes advice and stories from
people working in the industry today features useful tips and exercises in every chapter to help you put your best foot forward
provides links to useful and relevant internet resources through a dedicated web page

a study of the perception issues and ethical dilemmas faced by humanitarian organizations

martin barber was a senior un official and has extensive experience in humanitarian affairs and peace operations both at un
headquarters and in the field his last un post before retirement was as director of the united nations mine action service unmas at un
headquarters in new york from 2000 until 2005 previous un assignments include chief of policy development in the office for
coordination of humanitarian affairs ocha deputy special representative in bosnia herzegovina and humanitarian coordinator in
afghanistan he is now a consultant and analyst working on humanitarian issues and an honorary fellow of the university of edinburgh

the history of humanitarian intervention has often overlooked africa this book brings together perspectives from history cultural
studies international relations policy and non governmental organizations to analyze the themes continuities and discontinuities in
western humanitarian engagement with africa

humanitarians are required to be impartial independent professionally competent and focused only on preventing and alleviating
human suffering it can be hard living up to these principles when others do not share them while persuading political and military
authorities and non state actors to let an agency assist on the ground requires savvy ethical skills getting first to a conflict or natural
catastrophe is only the beginning as aid workers are usually and immediately presented with practical and moral questions about
what to do next for example when does working closely with a warring party or an immoral regime move from practical cooperation
to complicity in human rights violations should one operate in camps for displaced people and refugees if they are effectively places
of internment do humanitarian agencies inadvertently encourage ethnic cleansing by always being ready to mop up the
consequences of scorched earth warfare this book has been written to help humanitarians assess and respond to these and other
ethical dilemmas
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how do non governmental humanitarian aid organizations initiate terminate and extend their project activities humanitarian aid
organizations regularly face difficult decisions about life and death in a context of serious time constraints which force them daily to
select whom to help and whom not to help liesbet heyse focuses on how humanitarian aid organizations make these decisions and
provides an inside view of the decision making processes two ngo case studies are used as illustration médecins sans frontiéres msf
and acting with churches together act both of which operate in an international network and represent specific types of ngos often
found in the community this book opens up the black box of ngo operations provides an empirical account of organizational decision
making and combines insights of organization theory and organizational decision making theory

tackles difficult and concrete issues such as how the economics of war and terrorism inform humanitarians negotiations with
combatants

how should humanitarian organisations respond when their aid goes awry should they stay and remain engaged with the needy or
should they withdraw and leave investigating the choices involved and the judgements required when tackling these questions this
book explores the unique humanitarian exit dilemma that confronts humanitarian organisations humanitarian practitioners often are
too concerned with the outcome of action but fail to recognise that there are other equally weighty moral considerations they
should consider focusing simply on the results of projects such as the number of lives saved alone is inadequate to address this
problem this book highlights three value based normative considerations namely humanitarian aid workers special relationships
with those whom they are assisting humanitarian organisations causal responsibility to assist those they have made vulnerable and
humanitarian organisations obligations to fulfil reasonable expectations of those assisted together these three non instrumental
reasonings serve as the main arguments of the author s value based normative account the non consequentialist approach to
address the humanitarian exit dilemma offering a unique perspective on how humanitarian organisations should navigate the
humanitarian exit dilemma this book will be of interest to scholars and practitioners in the field of humanitarian studies african
studies refugee studies political philosophy humanitarian action and human rights

humanitarian groups have failed fiona terry believes to face up to the core paradox of their activity humanitarian action aims to
alleviate suffering but by inadvertently sustaining conflict it potentially prolongs suffering in condemned to repeat terry examines
the side effects of intervention by aid organizations and points out the need to acknowledge the political consequences of the
choice to give aid the author makes the controversial claim that aid agencies act as though the initial decision to supply aid satisfies
any need for ethical discussion and are often blind to the moral quandaries of aid terry focuses on four historically relevant cases
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rwandan camps in zaire afghan camps in pakistan salvadoran and nicaraguan camps in honduras and cambodian camps in thailand
terry was the head of the french section of medecins sans frontieres doctors without borders when it withdrew from the rwandan
refugee camps in zaire because aid intended for refugees actually strengthened those responsible for perpetrating genocide this
book contains documents from the former rwandan army and government that were found in the refugee camps after they were
attacked in late 1996 this material illustrates how combatants manipulate humanitarian action to their benefit condemned to repeat
makes clear that the paradox of aid demands immediate attention by organizations and governments around the world the author
stresses that if international agencies are to meet the needs of populations in crisis their organizational behavior must adjust to the
wider political and socioeconomic contexts in which aid occurs

humanitarian aid workers increasingly remain present in contexts of violence and are injured kidnapped and killed as a result since 9
11 and in response to these dangers aid organizations have fortified themselves to shield their staff and programs from outside
threats in aid in danger larissa fast critically examines the causes of violence against aid workers and the consequences of the
approaches aid agencies use to protect themselves from attack based on more than a decade of research aid in danger explores the
assumptions underpinning existing explanations of and responses to violence against aid workers according to fast most
explanations of attacks locate the causes externally and maintain an image of aid workers as an exceptional category of civilians the
resulting approaches to security rely on separation and fortification and alienate aid workers from those in need representing both a
symptom and a cause of crisis in the humanitarian system missing from most analyses are the internal vulnerabilities exemplified in
the everyday decisions and ordinary human frailties and organizational mistakes that sometimes contribute to the conditions
leading to violence this oversight contributes to the normalization of danger in aid work and undermines the humanitarian ethos as
an alternative fast proposes a relational framework that captures both external threats and internal vulnerabilities by uncovering
overlooked causes of violence aid in danger offers a unique perspective on the challenges of providing aid in perilous settings and
on the prospects of reforming the system in service of core humanitarian values
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