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franklin  d  roosevelt  pursued  the  u  s  presidency  for  more  than  2 5  years  he  served  in  that
office  longer  than  any  other  person  from  1 9 3 3  until  his  death  in  1 9 4 5  to  achieve  the
office of president of the united states fdr practiced deception on a grand scale he was
a charming man when he wanted to be and he engaged the willing help of several
specific individuals as well as many others in his quest for the presidency and in his
successful execution of the duties of that office as president fdr steered the u s ship of
state a deliberate metaphor through two of its greatest crises the great depression and
world war ii roosevelt s war in doing so fdr more than any other person created the
superpower that the united states is today this book will tell you how it all happened

in  the  1 8 9 0s  assistant  secretary  of  the  navy  theodore  roosevelt  led  a  campaign  to
modernize the navy paramount in roosevelt s vision was the creation of a fleet of
modern steel hulled warships armed with the most powerful weapons available the future
president and his intellectual soul mate captain alfred thayer mahan firmly believed that
america s emerging global expansion would only reach its full potential through sea
power  the  swift  and  overwhelming  us  victor  in  the  spanish  american  war  of  1 8 9 8
vindicated the views of theodore roosevelt and captain mahan and marked the debut on
the world stage of the modern us navy theodore roosevelt the u s navy and the spanish
american war considers the impact roosevelt had on the us navy in general and how his
reforms affected the course and outcome of the spanish american war in particular the
nine contributors to this volume include leading historians and prominent naval officers
from the us and spain with essays ranging from the roosevelt family s naval heritage to
the impact of the spanish american war on enlisted forces in the navy this work is a
major  contribution  to  our  understanding  of  theodore  roosevelt  and  his  navy

theodore roosevelt is an american icon his face carved in granite alongside those of
washington jefferson and lincoln on mt rushmore he is the only american awarded both
the medal of honor and nobel peace prize as president he pushed through a stubborn
congress to breakup corporate monopolies strangling the economy impose health
standards on the food and drug industries and conserve america s natural heritage
including the grand canyon and redwood forest he was a brilliant diplomat who ended a
war between japan and russia and prevented a war between germany and france he
engineered independence for the province of panama from columbia then signed a treaty
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with the new country that entitled the united states to build run and defend a panama
canal he crusaded for progressive reforms as a new york assemblyman u s civil service
commissioner new york city police commissioner and new york governor he led scientific
expeditions across east africa s savanna and brazil s rainforest during the war with spain
he raised a cavalry regiment and led his rough riders to a decisive victory at san juan
heights as a dakota rancher during the frontier s twilight he squared off with outlaws
and renegade indians he was a prolific writer authoring 38 books and hundreds of essays
roosevelt was among the most charismatic presidents yet although most americans
adored him most wall street moguls and political bosses hated him for his reforms he
was complex simultaneously peacemaker and warmonger progressive and conservative
machiavellian and kantian avid hunter and nature lover roosevelt accomplished all that he
did because he mastered the art of american power his motto speak softly and carry a
big stick exemplified how he asserted power to defend or enhance american interests
time after time he bested such titans as j p morgan or kaiser wilhelm at the game of
power although he is the subject of dozens of books this is the first to comprehensively
explore just how roosevelt understood massed and wielded power to pursue his vision
for  an  america  as  the  world  s  most  prosperous  just  and  influential  nation

although theodore roosevelt has been the subject of numerous books there has not been
a single volume that traces roosevelt s interaction with the u s navy from his work as a
naval  historian  in  the  1 8 8 0s  through  his  leadership  of  the  navy  as  president  in  the  early
twentieth century the editors of this volume fill in this gap in the historical literature each
essay in this collection by leading historians of american naval history will cover one
aspect of roosevelt s relationship with the navy while addressing the unifying theme of
his use of history and america s naval heritage to advocate for strengthening and
modernizing the navy during his own lifetime in addition to the book editors contributors
are sarah goldberger james r holmes david kohnen branden little jon scott logel edward j
marolda kevin d mccranie matthew oyos jason w smith and craig l symonds

between 1867 the year of the alaskan purchase and the beginning of world war i russian
and american dignitaries diplomats businessmen writers tourists and entertainers crossed
between the two countries in surprisingly great numbers concord and conflict provides
the first comprehensive investigation of this highly transformational and fateful era in
russian american relations excavating previously unmined russian and american archives
norman saul illuminates these fifty significant and open years of association between the
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two countries he explores the flow and fluctuation of economic diplomatic social and
cultural affairs the personal and professional conflicts and scandals and the evolution of
each  nation  s  perception  of  the  other

a sharp analysis of the similarities differences and impact of the presidencies of franklin
roosevelt and ronald reagan two iconic figures representing polar opposites of twentieth
century  american  politics

in the late 1930s a number of american women especially those allied with various peace
and isolationist groups protested against the nation s entry into world war ii while their
story is fairly well known margaret paton walsh reveals a far less familiar story of
women who fervently felt that american intervention was absolutely necessary paton
walsh recounts how the united states became involved in the war but does so through
the eyes of american women who faced it as a necessary evil covering the period
between 1935 and 1941 she examines how these women functioned as political  actors
even though they were excluded from positions of power through activism in women s
organizations informal women s networks and even male dominated lobbying groups in
the great debate over whether america should enter the war some women favored aid to
the allies not because they hoped for war but because they hoped aid would forestall
more direct u s involvement but also because they believed war was preferable to a nazi
victory paton walsh shows that this activism involved some of the most prominent
women of their day elizabeth cutter morrow whose son in law charles lindbergh was an
isolationist spokesman supported the revision of the neutrality acts to allow the sale of
arms to the allies and expressed her support in a national radio broadcast soon other
women joined this debate esther brunauer of the aauw journalist dorothy thompson and
organizations like the league of women voters and national women s trade union league
broke from the pacifist tradition to advocate american aid for the allied cause focusing
on the conflict in europe paton walsh shows how these women grasped the implications
of the lend lease program for america s entry into the war but supported it nevertheless
by  late  1 9 4 1  the  women  s  division  of  the  fight  for  freedom  committee  had  been
established no longer merely advocating aid to britain to keep american boys out of
battle this organization supported direct american involvement in the war as a means of
stopping nazi oppression while most historians have focused on women s pacifism paton
walsh connects women more directly to world events and shows how those
interventionists reformulated maternalist ideas to justify and explain their beliefs our war
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too is a story of american women trying to reconcile the irreconcilable to preserve both
their principles and their peace it expands our understanding of women as political actors
and thinkers about foreign policy as it sheds new light on american public opinion over
the  build  up  to  the  war
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