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the making of modern thailand is grounded in specific political institutions brahmanical tropes and sacred buddhist traditions stylized with hindu rituals

over and above these mysterious practices and ancient customs modern thailand is a product of the late great rama ix bhumibol adulyadej most thai

people have only known one king born in europe and educated during world war ii bhumibol was the son of a harvard medical doctor who had a

penchant for jazz music and fast cars when he returned to thailand in 1951 to assume his royal duties he could hardly speak thai but his french and

german were remarkable bhumibol  had inherited an impoverished country with nothing but  a symbolic  role as a figurehead monarch he was
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surrounded by envious courtiers and royals from other families now sidelined by the rise of the chakri scheming generals and authoritarian field

marshals were emptying the kingdom s coffers using guile and wit bhumibol had turned the tide by 1973 he became the most powerful modern warlord

in the history of the kingdom he survived attempted murder crafty politicians corrupt generals sycophantic courtiers and impoverished masses when he

died on october 13 2016 bhumibol was already the longest standing monarch in the world king bhumibol was deeply respected and well liked by farang

and locals alike despite his massive social and economic achievements many problems continue to plague the kingdom these are prostitution human

rights issues pollution corruption cronyism in chinese businesses border conflicts with cambodia and the refugee problem this book examines the role of

rama ix and the variegated set of problems that persist in life under the great white elephant and mango trees rappa draws from his primary research

that includes interviews surveys and first hand observations of a remarkable kingdom and a uniquely remarkable king to reveal the internal security

threats to democracy and civil society in the oldest southeast asian kingdom in late modernity

this title is part of uc press s voices revived program which commemorates university of california press s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest

minds and give them voice reach and impact drawing on a backlist dating to 1893 voices revived makes high quality peer reviewed scholarship

accessible once again using print on demand technology this title was originally published in 1955

this book explores contemporary practices within the new institution of international meditation centers in thailand it discusses the development of the

lay vipassana meditation movement in thailand and relates thai buddhism to contemporary processes of commodification and globalisation through

an examination of how meditation centers are promoted internationally the author considers how thai buddhism is translated for and embodied within

international tourists who participate in meditation retreats in thailand shedding new light on the decontextualization of religious practices and raising

new questions concerning tourism and religion this book focuses on the nature of cultural exchange spiritual tourism and religious choice in modernity

with an aim of reframing questions of religious modernity each chapter offers a new perspective on the phenomenon of spiritual seeking in thailand

offering an analysis of why meditation practices appeal to non buddhists this book contends that religions do not travel as whole entities but instead

that partial elements resonate with different cultures and are appropriated over time
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the inaugural volume in the thai archaeology monograph series describes in detail the human skeletal remains from ban chiang in northeast thailand

the skeletal material spans a period from 2100 b c to a d 200 and includes premetal bronze age and iron age deposits from a series of prehistoric

societies the history of homo sapiens in asia has long been a topic of interest among scholars investigating human biology this study which is based on

one of the larger comprehensively analyzed skeletal series ever excavated in the region makes fundamental contributions to understanding human

settlement in eastern asia the volume includes detailed summaries of metric and nonmetric variation recorded in teeth skulls and the rest of the

skeleton and evidence of disease of the ban chiang people these data are used to examine a number of questions where did the people of ban chiang

come from did more intensified agriculture influence the health of the people how do the people of ban chiang compare to the inhabitants of other

ancient sites in thailand and to the modern peoples of thailand and neighboring regions contrary to other groups experiencing similar transitions

elsewhere in the world no clear evidence for a decline in health over time is noted in the ban chiang skeletal series suggesting continuity in a broad

based subsistence strategy even in the face of intensifying agriculture the skeletal evidence further suggests a rigorous physical lifestyle with little

evidence for infectious disease or interpersonal violence content of this book s cd rom may be found online at this location core tdar org project 376534

thai archaeology monograph series joyce c white series editor university museum monograph 111

the present book thai art with indian influences studies the subject in its different spheres as a major pioneering scholar in the field dr promsak

jermsawatdi possesses an extraordinary background in art history aesthetics and asian history and philosophy this fascinating study is one of his finest

works which will continue to be regarded as one of the most significant contributions to our understanding of thai and indian art for a long time to come

divided into five chapters the book takes into account material from the earliest archaeological finds through the bangkok period including the early art

and craft works most of the study deals with thai art but india and the peripheries of south east asia are covered where they reflect indian influences the

focus of this study is upon architecture sculpture and iconography however it also encompasses other aspects of art and crafts background information

on the history and geography of the area is also provided along with philosophical religious and social insights that are significantly valuable to readers

in general and those of south east asia and india in particular as a student of ancient history and art in india dr promsak jermsawatdi was deeply

sensitive to the beauty of thai and indian art works as a result the illustrations he had selected are unusually pertinent and fitting comprising some of the

most impressive examples of thai art students of the history of oriental art could ask for no finer exposition of the history and aesthetics of thai and indian
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art the author s penetrating cultural insights make it an indispensable text for all who plan further study in the field this is also a book which general

readers will read with great interest and pleasure

this guide turns the promise of a destination into reality z99 lavish color photos and the best and most complete information on thailand inside and out

many foreign observers of the land of smiles are familiar with a narrow range of gender relations and sexual practices in thailand from the fanciful

portrayal of 19th century harem life in the king and i to recent media coverage of sex tourism and aids yet serious study of patterns of sexuality femininity

and masculinity in thailand is relatively new this book is a rare collection by scholars from around the world and across social disciplines who are

tackling these issues the essays urge the reader to look beyond fantasies of thailand as an oriental sexual paradise or land of sexploitation to historical

and contemporary  forms of  gender  and eroticism studies  of  the changing opinions  and practices  among villagers  and urbanites  the creative

expressions of novelists and aristocrats and the concerns of early women s magazines and recent aids prevention campaigns reveal the extraordinary

diversity of debates about gender and sexual issues in 20th century thailand avoiding simplistic approaches to gender studies and sexuality research

the authors discuss how interpretations of gender roles marriage and intimate relationships differ between men and women cultural regions thai and

immigrant chinese communities and heterosexually  and homosexually  active groups as well  as between residents of  thailand and their  foreign

observers by questioning accounts of thailand as a place where gender is fluid and sexuality is free the book unravels the complex processes by which

thai men and women understand themselves appealing to both general readers and scholars of thai society peter a jackson is fellow in southeast asian

history at australian national university nerida m cook is lecturer in sociology at the university of tasmania

volume three of a six volume set in which alphabetically arranged entries provide information on every aspect of modern asia including its culture

people economy government arts geography architecture religion and history

why do we travel for the adventure for the romance for the color and cultural vibrancy that can only be found when breathing the air of our destination

but we don t load our steamer trunks onto a ship for months at a time anymore now we expect adventure romance and color in a week a weekend a day

the informed sophisticated traveler needs a smart honest no nonsense travel guide a guide that delivers the best a country has to offer the traveler s
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companion series turns the promise of a destination into reality with lavish color photographs and the best most complete information from writers who

know their country inside and out the traveler s companions are the perfect guides for experiencing the adventure and romance of today s travel
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