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based on studies of democracies as evolved in several european countries this
text addresses questions related to the nature and viability of democracy
contributors are skeptical about the acceptance of the french prototype of
1789 in the late 20th century

this volume surveys the burst of political imagination that created multiple
enlightenment cultures in an era widely understood as an age of democratic
revolutions enlightenment as precursor to liberal democratic modernity was
once secular catechism for generations of readers yet democracy did not elicit
much enthusiasm among contemporaries while democracy as a political
system remained virtually nonexistent through much of the period if
seventeenth and eighteenth century ideas did underwrite the democracies of
succeeding centuries they were often inheritances from monarchical
governments that had encouraged plural structures of power competition but
in revolutions across france britain and north america the republican
integration of constitutional principle and popular will established rational
hope for public happiness nevertheless the tragic clashes of principle and will
in fraught revolutionary projects were also democratic legacies each chapter
focuses on a distinct theme sovereignty liberty and the rule of law the
common good economic and social democracy religion and the principles of
political obligation citizenship and gender ethnicity race and nationalism
democratic crises revolutions and civil resistance international relations and
the transformations of sovereignty a synoptic survey of the cultural
entanglements of enlightenment and democracy

this book explores the intriguing idea that there is much more democracy in
human history than is generally acknowledged it establishes that democracy
was developing across greater asia before classical athens clung on during the
dark ages often formed part of indigenous governance and is developing
today in unexpected ways

exam board aqga level as a level subject history first teaching september 2015
first exams summer 2016 as summer 2017 a level put your trust in the textbook
series that has given thousands of a level history students deeper knowledge
and better grades for over 30 years updated to meet the demands of today s a
level specifications this new generation of access to history titles includes
accurate exam guidance based on examiners reports free online activity
worksheets and contextual information that underpins students
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understanding of the period develop strong historical knowledge in depth
analysis of each topic is both authoritative and accessible build historical skills
and understanding downloadable activity worksheets can be used
independently by students or edited by teachers for classwork and homework
learn remember and connect important events and people an introduction to
the period summary diagrams timelines and links to additional online
resources support lessons revision and coursework achieve exam success
practical advice matched to the requirements of your a level specification
incorporates the lessons learnt from previous exams engage with sources
interpretations and the latest historical research students will evaluate a rich
collection of visual and written materials plus key debates that examine the
views of different historians

the full chronological sweep of democracy from the assemblies of ancient
mesopotamia and athens to present perils around the globe the shortest
history books deliver thousands of years of history in one riveting fast paced
read this compact history unspools the tumultuous global story that began
with democracy s radical core idea we can collaborate as equals to determine
our own futures acclaimed political thinker john keane traces how this concept
emerged and evolved from the earliest assembly democracies in syria
mesopotamia to european style electoral democracy and to our uncertain
present today thanks to our always on communication channels governments
answer not only to voters on election day but to intense scrutiny every day this
is monitory democracy in keane s view the most complex and vibrant model
yet but it s not invulnerable monitory democracy comes with its own
pathologies and the new despotism wields powerful warning systems from
social media to election monitoring against democracy itself at this urgent
moment when despots in countries such as china russia iran and saudi arabia
reject the promises of democratic power sharing keane mounts a bold defense
of a precious global ideal the shortest history books deliver thousands of years
of history in one riveting fast paced read

excerpt from the history of democracy considered as a party name and as a
political organization now that sectional and partisan strifes for sectional and
partisan purposes are greatly abated and those who read can give more
attention to the principles and influences which lie at the foundation of and
the vices which endanger free institutions it is proposed to give in these
chapters a historical sketch of the word democracy as a party name and
organization together with such reflections and inferences as the narration
may suggest the word democracy has a variety of meanings it means
according to popular usage a government by the people the same or nearly
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the same as the word republicanism in its last analysis it means no
government at all or it means a despotism the most cruel galling and
destructive ever known to mankind or it means a political party and
organization which when in possession of supreme power knows no rule
precedent or law for its guidance except its own will or the will of its chiefs
about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this book is a reproduction
of an important historical work forgotten books uses state of the art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the original format
whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an
imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be
replicated in our edition we do however repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left
to preserve the state of such historical works

this book looks at democracy promotion as a form of foreign policy elliott asks
why democracy was seen to be the answer to the 7 7 bombings in london and
why it should be promoted not in britain but in pakistan the book provides a
detailed answer to these questions examining the logic and the modes of
thinking that made such a response possible through analysis of the stories we
tell about ourselves stories about time history development civilisation and the
ineluctable spread of democracy elliott argues that these narratives have
become a key tool in enabling practices that differentiate selves from others
friends from enemies the domestic from the foreign civilisation from the
barbarian they operate with a particular conception of time and constitute a
british democratic national identity by positing an other that is barbaric alien
despotic violent and backward such understandings are useful in wake of
disaster because they leave us with something to do danger can be managed
by bringing certain people and places up to date however this book shows
that there are other stories to be told and that it is possible to read stories
about history against the grain and author alternative less oppressive versions
providing a genealogy drawing on material from colonial and postcolonial
britain and pakistan including legislation political discourse popular culture
and government projects this book will be of interest to scholars and students
focusing on democracy promotion genealogy critical border studies
poststructural ir postcolonial politics discourse analysis identity subjectivity
and the war on terror

john keane s the life and death of democracy will inspire and shock its readers
presenting the first grand history of democracy for well over a century it poses
along the way some tough and timely questions can we really be sure that
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democracy had its origins in ancient greece how did democratic ideals and
institutions come to have the shape they do today given all the recent fanfare
about democracy promotion why are many people now gripped by the feeling
that a bad moon is rising over all the world s democracies do they indeed have
a future or is perhaps democracy fated to melt away along with our polar ice
caps the work of one of britain s leading political writers this is no mere
antiquarian history stylishly written this superb book confronts its readers with
an entirely fresh and irreverent look at the past present and future of
democracy it unearths the beginnings of such precious institutions and ideals
as government by public assembly votes for women the secret ballot trial by
jury and press freedom it tracks the changing hotly disputed meanings of
democracy and describes quite a few of the extraordinary characters many of
them long forgotten who dedicated their lives to building or defending
democracy and it explains why democracy is still potentially the best form of
government on earth and why democracies everywhere are sleepwalking their
way into deep trouble

takes a fresh look at the history of democracy broadening the traditional view
with previously unexplored examples this substantial reference work critically
re examines the history of democracy from ancient history to possible
directions it may take in the future 44 chapters explore the origins of
democracy and explore new and sometimes surprising examples from around
the world each of the 9 parts introduces the period followed by 3 to 7 case
studies

focusing on local movements to achieve equal distribution of social economic
and political rights and natural resources democracy a world history examines
how ordinary and extraordinary men and women of different cultural and
religious backgrounds have formed and attempted to sustain institutions that
would permit them to live together in equality and peace

the book compares five newly emerged democracies in europe south east asia
latin america and africa cutting across vastly dif fer ent historical and cultural
backgrounds it tells the story of how societies come to terms with a painful
past and how politics culture and the economy intertwine in the process of
creating new democratic nations

how has the concept of democracy been understood manifested reimagined
and represented through the ages in a work that spans 2 500 years these
fundamental questions are addressed by 66 experts each contributing their
overview of a theme applied to a period in history with the help of a broad
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range of case material they illustrate the physical social and cultural contexts
of democracy in western culture from antiquity to the present individual
volume editors ensure the cohesion of the whole and to make it as easy as
possible to use chapter themes are identical across each of the volumes
superbly illustrated the full six volume set combines to present the most
comprehensive and authoritative survey available on democracy throughout
history the six volumes cover 1 antiquity 500 bce 565 ce 2 medieval age 565
1450 3 renaissance 1450 1650 4 age of enlightenment 1650 1800 5 age of empire
1800 1920 6 modern age 1920 present the ten themes are sovereignty liberty
and the rule of law the common good economic and social democracy religion
and the principles of political obligation citizenship and gender ethnicity race
and nationalismn democratic crises revolutions and civil resistance international
relations beyond the polis abstract

includes titles on all subjects some in foreign languages later incorporated into
memorial library

historical accounts of democracy s rise tend to focus on ancient greece and pre
renaissance europe the decline and rise of democracy draws from global
evidence to show that the story is much richer democratic practices were
present in many places at many other times from the americas before
european conquest to ancient mesopotamia to precolonial africa delving into
the prevalence of early democracy throughout the world david stasavage
makes the case that understanding how and where these democracies
flourished and when and why they declined can provide crucial information
not just about the history of governance but also about the ways modern
democracies work and where they could manifest in the future

a democracy is a type of political system or a system of decision making within
an institution or organization in which all members have the equal share to
power systems of democracy stand in contrast to other forms of government
including monarchy and oligarchy democracy can be traced back from the
present day to classical athens and greeks in the 6th century b c e in a modern
representative democracy this formal equality is embodied primarily in the
right to vote although it is generally believed that the concepts of democracy
and constitution originated in one particular place and time identified as
ancient athens circa 508 b c there is evidence to suggest that democratic
forms of government in a broad sense may have existed in several areas of the
world well before the turn of the 5th century b c within that broad sense it is
plausible to assume that democracy in one form or another arises naturally in
any well bonded group such as a tribe scholars identify this form of democracy
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as tribalism or primitive democracy in this sense a primitive democracy takes
shape in small communities or villages usually when there is face to face
discussion in the village council or a leader with the backing of village elders or
other cooperative forms of government this becomes more complex on a
larger scale such as when the village and city are examined more broadly as
political communities all other forms of rule including monarchy tyranny
aristocracy and oligarchy have flourished in more urban centers often those
with concentrated populations
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