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sex in a world overwhelmingly obsessed with it why is the church so silent about it while our secular culture twists perverts cheapens
and idolizes sex there are gaping holes in the church s guidance of young people the result is generations of sexually illiterate people
drowning in the repercussions of overwhelming sin struggles enough is enough says mo isom with raw vulnerability and a bold spirit
she shares her own sexual testimony opening up the conversation about misguided rule following virginity temptation porn
promiscuity false sex pectations sex in marriage and more and calling readers back to god s original design for sex a way to worship and
glorify him this book is for the young person tangled up in an addiction to pornography for the girlfriend feeling pressured to go further
for the good girl who followed the rules and saved herself for marriage and then was confused and disappointed for the married couple
who use sex as a bargaining tool for every person who casually watches sex play out in tv and movies and wonders why they re
dissatisfied with the real thing and for every confused or hurting person in between sex was god s idea it s time we invited him back
into the bedroom

church dialogues including official reports and debates within the general synod operate under the premise that canonical authority can
shape a viable theology and coherent ecclesiastical and liturgical practices in a groundbreaking departure from conventional
methodologies queering the church offers a rigorous examination of the hermeneutical frameworks that inform discussions on
homosexuality within ecclesiastical governance drawing inspiration from halberstam s concept of the queer art of failure doe advocates
for a fundamental shift a move away from entrenched institutionalized debates toward a more inclusive deconstructive discourse rather
than perpetuating cycles of authoritative rhetoric doe proposes a transformative realignment one that challenges traditional power
dynamics and fosters a more equitable theological dialogue provocative and timely this book promises to illuminate new avenues toward
a nuanced comprehension of church discourse

leading voices from across christian traditions discuss the mission of the church what is the mission of the church every seminarian and
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church leader must wrestle with that question no matter what designation a church uses to describe itself it must also think critically
about why it exists and what it should be doing in this book five leading voices representing a range of christian traditions engage in an
enlightening conversation as they present and compare their perspectives on the mission of the church each contributor offers his or her
view and responds to the other four views contributors include stephen b bevans darrell l guder ruth padilla deborst edward rommen
and ed stetzer the book s format is ideal for classroom use and will also benefit pastors and church leaders

conversations about racism are as important as they are hard for american christians yet the conversation often gets so ugly even among
the faithful who claim unity in jesus why is that the case why does it matter can things get better or are we permanently divided in
this honest and hopeful book pastor isaac adams doesn t just show you how to have the race conversation he begins it for you by offering
a fictional racially charged tragedy in order to understand varying perspectives and responses he examines what is at stake if we ignore
this conversation and why there s just as much at stake in how we have that discussion especially across color lines that is with people of
another ethnicity this unique approach offers insight into how to listen to one another well and seek unity in christ looking to god s
word christians can find wisdom to speak gracefully and truthfully about racism for the glory of god the good of their neighbors and the
building up of the church some feel that the time for talking is over and that we ve heard all this before but given how polarized
american society is becoming its churches not exempt fresh attention on the dysfunctional communication between ethnicities is more
than warranted adams offers an invitation to faithfully combat the racism so many of us say we hate and maintain the unity so many of
us say we want together we can learn to speak in such a way that we show a divided world a different world talking about race points
to the starting line not the finish line when it comes to following jesus amid race relations it s high time to begin running

guidance for leaders seeking a richer way to employ worship music worship expert constance cherry offers comprehensive guidance to
christian leaders seeking a deeper richer way to employ worship music in engaging ways for twenty first century worshipers
following cherry s successful book the worship architect this work helps christian leaders think theologically and act pastorally about
worship music in their churches it addresses larger issues beyond the surface struggles of musical styles and provides tools to critically
evaluate worship songs the book is applicable to all christian traditions and worship styles and is well suited to both the classroom and the
local church each chapter concludes with suggested practical exercises recommended reading and basic vocabulary terms
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the oxford handbook of vatican ii is a rich source of information and reflections on many aspects of the second vatican council 1962 1965
one of the most significant religious events of the twentieth century the chapters introduce readers to the historical context and
outstanding features of the conciliar event and its principal teachings on scripture and tradition the church liturgy religious liberty
ecumenism interreligious dialogue church world relations and mission consideration is given to some neglected aspects of the council
including the forgotten papal speeches that lay out its fundamental orientation and ought to guide its interpretation the presence and
contributions of women and the non reception of the council among catholic traditionalists ecumenical scholars reflect on the significance
of vatican ii for the life of other christian churches and the search for christian unity others examine catholic dialogue with other
religious traditions surveying the diverse receptions of the council in the perspective of a world church chapters focusing on asia africa
latin america north america oceania and europe reflect on the interpretation and influence of the council and its teaching on the life of
the church in diverse cultural contexts this handbook will serve as a valuable guide to one of the most important events and bodies of
catholic teaching since the protestant reformation and the council of trent in the sixteenth century to the interpretation of the council s
teaching and to its continuing role in guiding the life of the church in the twenty first century

this volume explores how catholicism began and continues to open its doors to the wider world and to other confessions in embracing
ecumenism thanks to the vision and legacy of the second vatican council it explores such themes as the twentieth century context
preceding the council parallels between vatican ii and previous councils its distinctively pastoral character the legacy of the council in
relation to issues such as church world dynamics as well as to ethics social justice economic activity several chapters discuss the role of
women in the church before during and since the council others discern inculturation in relation to vatican ii the book also contains a
wide and original range of ecumenical considerations of the council including by and in relation to free church reformed orthodox and
anglican perspectives finally it considers the council s ongoing promise and remaining challenges with regard to ecumenical issues
including a groundbreaking essay on the future of ecumenical dialogue by cardinal walter kasper

in today s highly charged social and political environment we often don t know how to talk well with others especially with people
whose backgrounds differ from our own c christopher smith coauthor of the critically acclaimed and influential slow church addresses
why conversation has become such a challenge in the 21st century and argues that it is perhaps the most needed spiritual practice of our
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individualistic age smith likens practicing conversation to the working of the human body bodies are wondrous symphonies of diverse
intricate parts striving for our health and our health suffers when these parts fail to converse effectively likewise we must learn to
converse effectively with those who differ from us in the body of christ so we can embody christ together in the world in community
we learn what it means to belong to others and to a story that is bigger than ourselves smith shows how church communities can be
training hubs where we learn to talk with and listen to one another with kindness and compassion the book explores how churches can
initiate and sustain conversation offers advice for working through seasons of conflict suggests spiritual practices and dispositions that can
foster conversation and features stories from several congregations that are learning to practice conversation

the missional church conversation has focused almost exclusively on western thought at the expense of hearing the voices of the global
church in this important book graham hill explores the missional themes and ideas of 103 indigenous and majority world christians the
future of the global church including the churches of the west exists in these global exchanges
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