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why are some psychoactive substances regarded as dangerous drugs to be controlled by the criminal law within a global prohibition
regime whilst others from alcohol and tobacco through to those we call medicines are seen and regulated very differently a history of
drugs traces a genealogy of the construction and governance of the drug problem over the past 200 years calling into question some
of the most fundamental ideas in this field from addiction to the very concept of drugs at the heart of the book is the claim that it was
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with the emergence in the late eighteenth century of modern liberal capitalism with its distinctive emphasis on freedom that our
concerns about the consumption of some of these substances began to grow and indeed notions of freedom free will and
responsibility remain central to the drug question today pursuing an innovative inter disciplinary approach a history of drugs provides
an informed and insightful account of the origins of contemporary drug policy it will be essential reading for students and academics
working in law criminology sociology social policy history and political science

this handbook provides a comprehensive examination of the past and present roles of drugs in society with a focus on theory
research policy and practice includes 28 original chapters with multi disciplinary and international perspectives by top social and
behavioral scientists reviews current knowledge in the field including key research findings theoretical developments and
methodological debates identifies ongoing controversies in the field emergent topics and areas in need of further inquiry discusses
individual drugs as well as topics like physiological theories of drug use and abuse public health implications of drugs patterns of
drugs and crime international drug trade and trafficking and designer drugs

a clear eyed look at the instrumental role drugs have played in our cultural social and spiritual development first american publication
of the surprising european bestseller examines everything from the ancient use of ergot and datura to the modern phenomenon of
designer drugs such as ecstasy and crack cocaine from remotest antiquity to the present era of designer drugs and interdiction drugs
have played a prominent role in the cultural spiritual and social development of civilizations antonio escohotado demonstrates how
the history of drugs illuminates the history of humanity as he explores the long relationship between mankind and mind altering
substances hemp for example has been used in india since time immemorial to stimulate mental agility and sexual prowess aristotle
s disciple theophrastus testifies to the use of datura by the ancient greeks and further evidence links the rites at eleusis to the
ingestion of a hallucinogen similar examples can be found in cultures as diverse as the celts the ancient egyptians the aztecs and
other indigenous peoples around the world professor escohotado also looks at the present day differences that exist between the
more drug tolerant societies like holland and switzerland and countries advocating complete repression of these substances the
author provides a comprehensive analysis of the enormous social costs of the drug war that is coming under increasing fire from all
levels of society professor escohotado s work demonstrates that drugs have always existed and been used by societies throughout
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the world and the contribution they have made to humanity s development has been enormous the choice we face today is to teach
people how to use them correctly or to continue to indiscriminately demonize them just say no the author says is not an option just
say know is antonio escohotado is a professor of philosophy and social science methodology at the national university of distance
education in madrid spain he travels widely offering lectures and seminars on the subject of drugs and history

as a long standing reliable resource drugs society fifteenth edition continues to captivate and inform students by taking a
multidisciplinary approach to the impact of drug use and abuse on the lives of average individuals the authors have integrated their
expertise in the fields of drug abuse pharmacology and sociology with their extensive experiences in research treatment drug policy
making and drug policy implementation to create an edition that speaks directly to students on the medical emotional and social
damage drug use can cause updated throughout to reflect the recent data and legislation the 15th edition also offers updated
coverage of prohibition harrison tax act and other laws that have had an significant impact on special populations a greater emphasis
on alcohol use and sexual abuse marital and spouses abuse and other major crimes committed discussion of the relationship
between alcohol and health problems associated with the abuse of alcohol

a collection of essays exploring the complex history of drugs and narcotics throughout historyfrom ancient greece to the present
dayshows that such substances were sought originally as healing agents both within and without the medical profession however the
mood and mind altering characteristics of some have led to the widespread abuse and legal controls we see today

while there have always been norms and customs around the use of drugs explicit public policies regulations taxes and prohibitions
designed to control drug abuse are a more recent phenomenon those policies sometimes have terrible side effects most prominently
the development of criminal enterprises dealing in forbidden or untaxed drugs and the use of the profits of drug dealing to finance
insurgency and terrorism neither a drug free world nor a world of free drugs seems to be on offer leaving citizens and officials to face
the age old problem what are we going to do about drugs in drugs and drug policy three noted authorities survey the subject with
exceptional clarity in this addition to the acclaimed series what everyone needs to know they begin by defining drugs examining how
they work in the brain discussing the nature of addiction and exploring the damage they do to users the book moves on to policy
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answering questions about legalization the role of criminal prohibitions and the relative legal tolerance for alcohol and tobacco the
authors then dissect the illicit trade from street dealers to the flow of money to the effect of catching kingpins and show the precise
nature of the relationship between drugs and crime they examine treatment both its effectiveness and the role of public policy and
discuss the beneficial effects of some abusable substances finally they move outward to look at the role of drugs in our foreign policy
their relationship to terrorism and the ugly politics that surround the issue crisp clear and comprehensive this is a handy and up to
date overview of one of the most pressing topics in today s world what everyone needs to know is a registered trademark of oxford
university press

the focus of this edited collection is a thoughtful multidisciplinary presentation of past and present u s drug policies and whether they
are winning the so called war on drugs they aren t for the great majority of ills ascribed to drugs are actually caused by the black
market created by drug prohibition the more successful the war on drugs is in making the drug trade a dangerous business the
greater are the profits from increased prices and hence the greater the incidence of disease corruption social disorder and death
drugs and society provides individuals with the information they need to construct an alternative policy

the second edition of the popular illicit drugs use and control provides a timely up to date discussion of the key issues raised in the
first edition whilst also providing new chapters which address class gender and race the geo politics of illicit drug production and
distribution britain s drug use within a global context this accessible book with its inclusion of new pedagogical features will be
essential reading for students and researchers working in the area of drugs and society

articles include those on actions of drugs on the body as well as articles on social policy politics economics international trafficking
law enforcement scientific and medical research treatment and prevention of drug abuse and epidemiology

the use of drugs is as old as history however it was only fairly recently that following the rise of modern medicine the concept of drug
addiction was born and came to be seen as a clinical and a social disorder focusing on the period from 1800 to the end of world war
ii this book traces the way drug addiction developed in two very different countries i e germany and the united states on the way it
explains why alcohol is legal whereas heroin and cocaine are not follows the links between america s war on drugs on one hand and
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its racism on the other and demonstrates the very different roles played by the medical establishments in the two countries under
consideration for anyone interested in the history of drugs and medicine as well as their interaction with politics justice and the law
this book is a must

drug trafficking and consumption are among the most pressing global issues of our time and the approaches to alleviating them are
myriad and complex with drugs and the world axel klein takes a remarkably broad approach to the issue exploring the importance of
psychoactive substances to our health and culture to be properly understood drugs should not be simply examined from a negative
point of view klein argues from their centrality in religious rituals to their part in the growth of trade among nation states klein reveals
the pivotal role that drugs have played in the advancement of human society klein then investigates the modern policies that define
certain substances as drugs the link between drugs addiction and crime and the legal strategies and policies around the world that
have largely failed to control global drug trafficking the book also draws upon studies from the caribbean west africa and eastern
europe to propose solutions that could reinforce the eroded power of state institutions law enforcement and the democratic process
in addressing drug trafficking a timely and in depth analysis drugs and the world offers an expertly written examination that will be
essential for all those concerned with the role of drugs in the modern world

essential adam rutherford bestselling author of how to argue with a racist in an area where factual accuracy is often rejected in favour
of moralising or panicking this book is a vitally useful and frequently fascinating robin ince drugs we ve all done them whether it s a
cup of coffee or a glass of wine a cigarette or a sleeping pill but how well do we understand the effects of the drugs we take legal or
illegal say why to drugs investigates the science behind recreational drugs debunking common myths and misconceptions as well as
containing the most recent scientific research looking at a range of drugs this book provides a clear understanding of how drugs work
and what they re really doing to your mind and body along the way you will find out why ketamine is on the who s list of essential
medicines why some researchers hope mdma could treat ptsd and much more enlightening entertaining and thought provoking say
why to drugs is a compelling read that will surprise and educate proponents on both sides of the drugs debate a definitive and
authoritative guide to drugs and why we get high from the creator of the top rated podcast say why to drugs
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containing more than 450 entries this easy to read encyclopedia provides concise information about the history of and recent trends
in drug use and drug abuse in the united states a societal problem with an estimated cost of 559 billion a year despite decades of
effort and billions of dollars spent to combat the problem illicit drug use in the united states is still rampant and shows no sign of
abating covering illegal drugs ranging from marijuana and lsd to cocaine and crystal meth this authoritative reference work examines
patterns of drug use in american history as well as drug control and interdiction efforts from the nineteenth century to the present
this encyclopedia provides a multidisciplinary perspective on the various aspects of the american drug problem including the drugs
themselves the actions taken in attempts to curb or stop the drug trade the efforts at intervention and treatment of those individuals
affected by drug use and the cultural and economic effects of drug use in the united states more than 450 entries descriptively
analyze and summarize key terms trends concepts and people that are vital to the study of drugs and drug abuse providing readers of
all ages and backgrounds with invaluable information on domestic and international drug trafficking and use the set provides special
coverage of shifting societal and legislative perspectives on marijuana as evidenced by colorado and washington legalizing marijuana
with the 2012 elections
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