
The Problem Of Evil

The Problem of EvilThe Blackwell Companion to The Problem of EvilThe Problem of
EvilThe Problem of EvilThe Problem of EvilThe Reality of God and the Problem of
EvilGod and the Problem of EvilThe Problem of EvilThe Problem of EvilThe Problem
of EvilThe Problem of Evil and the Power of GodThe Problem of EvilJourney Back to
GodProvidence and the Problem of EvilThe Problem of Evil in the Western
TraditionWorldviews and the Problem of EvilThe Problem of Evil & the Problem of
GodThe Cambridge Companion to the Problem of EvilThe Problem of Job and the
Problem of EvilThe Problem of Evil Marilyn McCord Adams Justin P. McBrayer Michael
L. Peterson Peter van Inwagen Mark Larrimore Brian Davies William L. Rowe Daniel
Speak N. N. Trakakis Jeremy A. Evans Atle Ottesen Søvik Peter Green Mark S. M.
Scott Richard Swinburne Joseph F. Kelly Ronnie P. Campbell, Jr. Dewi Zephaniah
Phillips Chad Meister Espen Dahl M. B. Ahern
The Problem of Evil The Blackwell Companion to The Problem of Evil The Problem of
Evil The Problem of Evil The Problem of Evil The Reality of God and the Problem of
Evil God and the Problem of Evil The Problem of Evil The Problem of Evil The
Problem of Evil The Problem of Evil and the Power of God The Problem of Evil
Journey Back to God Providence and the Problem of Evil The Problem of Evil in the
Western Tradition Worldviews and the Problem of Evil The Problem of Evil & the
Problem of God The Cambridge Companion to the Problem of Evil The Problem of
Job and the Problem of Evil The Problem of Evil Marilyn McCord Adams Justin P.
McBrayer Michael L. Peterson Peter van Inwagen Mark Larrimore Brian Davies
William L. Rowe Daniel Speak N. N. Trakakis Jeremy A. Evans Atle Ottesen Søvik
Peter Green Mark S. M. Scott Richard Swinburne Joseph F. Kelly Ronnie P. Campbell,
Jr. Dewi Zephaniah Phillips Chad Meister Espen Dahl M. B. Ahern

this collection of important writings fills the need for an anthology that adequately
represents recent work on the problem of evil  this is perhaps one of the most
discussed  topics  in  the  philosophy  of  religion  and  is  of  perennial  interest  to
philosophers and theologians

the blackwell companion to the problem of evil presents a collection of original
essays  providing  both  overview  and  insight  clarifying  and  evaluating  the
philosophical  and  theological  problem  of  evil  in  its  various  contexts  and
manifestations features all original essays that explore the various forms of the
problems of  evil  offering theistic  responses that  attempt to  explain  evil  as  well  as
discussion of the challenges facing such explanations includes section introductions
with  a  historical  essay  that  traces  the  developments  of  the  issues  explored
acknowledges the fact that there are many problems of evil some of which apply
only to those who believe in concepts such as hell and some of which apply to non
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theists represents views from the various religious traditions including hindu jewish
christian and muslim

of all the issues in the philosophy of religion the problem of reconciling belief in god
with evil in the world arguably commands more attention than any other for over
two decades michael l peterson s the problem of evil selected readings has been
the most widely recognized and used anthology on the subject peterson s expanded
and updated second edition retains the key features of the original and presents the
main positions and strategies in the latest philosophical literature on the subject it
will remain the most complete introduction to the subject as well as a resource for
advanced study peterson organizes his  selection of  classical  and contemporary
sources into four parts important statements addressing the problem of evil from
great literature and classical philosophy debates based on the logical evidential and
existential versions of the problem major attempts to square god s justice with the
presence of evil such as augustinian irenaean process openness and felix culpa
theodicies and debates on the problem of evil covering such concepts as a best
possible world natural  evil  and natural  laws gratuitous evil  the skeptical  theist
defense and the bearing of biological evolution on the problem the second edition
includes  classical  excerpts  from the book of  job  voltaire  dostoevsky augustine
aquinas  leibniz  and  hume  and  twenty  five  essays  that  have  shaped  the
contemporary discussion by j l mackie alvin plantinga william rowe marilyn adams
john hick william hasker paul draper michael bergmann eleonore stump peter van
inwagen  and  numerous  others  whether  a  professional  philosopher  student  or
interested layperson the reader will be able to work through a number of issues
related to how evil in the world affects belief in god

it is generally supposed that the fact that the world contains a vast amount of
suffering  much  of  it  truly  horrible  suffering  confronts  those  who  believe  in  an  all
powerful and benevolent creator with a serious problem to explain why such a
creator  would  permit  this  many  reflective  people  are  convinced  that  the  problem
the problem of evil is insoluble the reasons that underlie this conviction can be
formulated as a powerful  argument for the non existence of god the so called
argument from evil if there were a god he would not permit the existence of vast
amounts of truly horrible suffering since such suffering exists there is no god peter
van  inwagen  examines  this  argument  which  he  regards  as  a  paradigmatically
philosophical argument his conclusion is that like most philosophical arguments it is
a failure he seeks to demonstrate not that god exists but the fact that the world
contains a vast amount of suffering does not show that god does not exist along the
way he discusses a wide range of topics of interest to philosophers and theologians
such as the concept of god what might be meant by describing a philosophical
argument as a failure the distinction between versions of the argument from evil
that depend on the vast amount of evil in the world and versions of the argument
that depend on a particular evil such as the lisbon earthquake or the death of a
fawn in  a  forest  fire the free will  defense animal  suffering and the problem of  the
hiddenness of god
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this reader brings together primary sources from philosophy theology and literature
to chart the many and changing ways evil has been approached and understood
and to examine the diverse implications it has had for belief and unbelief will fill a
major gap in the publishing market provides primary source readings for courses on
religion and evil a key issue in religious thought this book will change the way the
subject is taught author is one of the brightest young religious philosophers in
america

an important new book on how we can still believe in a god of love and confront the
problem of evil in the world probably the most important book on the subject since
john hick s book evil and the god of love evil is a strong word that people now
employ  fairly  rarely  many  people  believe  these  days  that  god  is  omnipotent
omniscient and good and that what we deem to be bad or evil in the world is no
reason for abandoning belief in god it is an intellectual or theoretical problem not
one where the focus is  on how one might  bring about  some desirable goal  a
practical matter professor davies says we should tackle this problem by attending
to the basics by asking whether there is a god and then what is god he starts by
summarizing the arguments so far from seneca to the present day he then moves
to what he describes as the basics see above and demonstrates that much of what
has been written about on the topic of evil is in fact irrelevant or just plain wrong
finally though many theologians argue that evil is a mystery davies argues that this
too is wrong and a cop out we should rather be concerned with the problem or
mystery of good the real issue is why is there not more good than there is from the
discussion aquinas emerges as a hero as filtered through analytical philosophy but
many moderns thinkers  do not  emerge so well  davies effectively  picks holes int  e
arguments of peter geach paul helm richard swinburne and even mary baker eddy
this is a lively book on a tricky subject written at all times with humour and much
practical example

god  and  the  problem  of  evil  brings  together  influential  essays  on  the  question  of
whether the amount of seemingly pointless malice and suffering in our world counts
against the rationality of belief in god a being who is said to be all powerful all
knowing and perfectly good

the most forceful philosophical objections to belief in god arise from the existence of
evil bad things happen in the world and it is not clear how this is compatible with
the existence of  an all  powerful  and perfectly  loving being unsurprisingly then
philosophers  have  formulated  powerful  arguments  for  atheism  based  on  the
existence  of  apparently  unjustified  suffering  these  arguments  give  expression  to
what we call the problem of evil this volume is an engaging introduction to the
philosophical problem of evil daniel speak provides a clear overview of the main
lines of reasoning in this debate and argues for the defensibility of theistic belief in
the  face  of  evil  he  fleshes  out  the  distinction  between  theodicy  and  defense  and
guides the reader through the logical evidential and hiddenness versions of the
problem in  an  accessible  and  beautifully  written  account  speak  describes  the
central  issues  surrounding  the  problem  of  evil  in  a  way  that  clarifies  both  the
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complex reasoning and specialised terminology of the topic the problem of evil is an
ideal introduction to contemporary debates over one of the most gripping perennial
questions read either on its own or alongside the primary materials it deftly covers
students and scholars will find this volume a terrific resource for understanding the
challenges to religious belief raised by evil

one of those rare questions in philosophy that is not only technically recalcitrant but
also engages the hearts and minds of the broad community is the so called problem
of evil how can the existence of an absolutely perfect god be reconciled with the
existence  of  suffering  and  evil  this  collection  of  dialogues  between  eight
philosophers of  religion explores new ways of  thinking about  this  longstanding
problem in  the process  reorienting and reinvigorating the philosophical  debate
around the relationship between god goodness and evil how exactly are these three
notions connected if at all is god the cause or author of evil and suffering how is the
goodness of god to be understood and how is divine goodness related to human
morality  does  god  s  perfect  goodness  entail  that  god  must  have  reasons  for
permitting  or  bringing  about  suffering  and  if  so  what  could  his  reasons  be  these
questions are of  momentous existential  and theoretical  interest  and they have
exercised the finest intellects across the centuries the time is ripe for a wholesale
reconsideration of the problem of evil to make progress towards this goal eight
distinct perspectives are placed in mutual dialogue giving voice to both traditional
and relatively unorthodox approaches what emerges from these critical but friendly
exchanges is a diversity of fruitful and innovative ways of thinking about the nature
of divinity and its relationship to evil

for philosophy and theology scholars as well as their students a thoughtful book
offering  holistic  responses  to  the  problem  of  evil  that  are  philosophically  and
theologically  maintainable

this book discusses four different answers to the problem of evil provided by richard
swinburne  keith  ward  david  griffin  and  johan  hygen  the  author  suggests  several
improvements to these answers and concludes that there is a coherent answer to
the problem of evil

journey  back  to  god  explores  origen  of  alexandria  s  creative  complex  and
controversial treatment of the problem of evil it argues that his layered cosmology
functions as a theodicy that explains unjust suffering and shows how that theodicy
hinges on the journey of the soul back to god

why  does  a  loving  god  allow  humans  to  suffer  so  much  this  is  one  of  the  most
difficult  problems  of  religious  belief  richard  swinburne  gives  a  careful  clear
examination of this problem and offers an answer it is because god wants more for
us  than just  pleasure  or  freedom from suffering  swinburne argues  that  god wants
humans to learn and to love to make the choices which make great differences for
good and evil to each other to form our characters in the way we choose aboveall to
be of great use to each other if we are to have all this there will inevitably be



The Problem Of Evil

5 The Problem Of Evil

suffering for the short period of our lives on earth but because of the good that god
gives to humans in this life and because he makes it possible for us through our
choice  to  share  the  life  of  heaven  he  does  not  wrong  us  if  he  allows  suffering
providence  and  the  problem  of  evil  is  the  final  volume  of  richard  swinburne  s
acclaimed tetralogy on christian doctrine it  may be read on its  own as a self
standing treatment of this eternal philosophical issue readers who are interested in
a unified study of the philosophical foundations of christian belief will find it now in
the tetralogy and in his trilogy on the philosophy of theism

the question of evil presents a profound challenge to humanity why do we do what
we know to be wrong this is especially a challenge to religious believers why doesn
t an all good and omnipotent god step in and put an end to evil the problem of evil
in the western tradition examines how western thinkers have dealt with the problem
of  evil  starting in  ancient  israel  and tracing the question through post  biblical
judaism early christianity especially in africa the middle ages the renaissance the
reformation  the  enlightenment  and  to  the  twenty  first  century  when  science  has
raised new and important issues joseph kelly covers the book of job the book of
revelation augustine of hippo aquinas luther marlow milton voltaire hume mary
shelley  darwin  jung flannery  o  connor  karl  rahner  teilhard  de chardin  and modern
geneticists chapters are some perspectives on evil israel and evil the new adam out
of africa the broken cosmos the middle ages decline and reform of humanism the
devil s last stand rationalizing evil the attack on christianity dissident voices human
evil  in  the  nineteenth  century  science  evil  and  original  sin  modern  literary
approaches to evil some scientific theories of evil and modern religious approaches
to evil joseph f kelly ph d is professor of religious studies at john carroll university in
cleveland ohio he is the author of the world of the early christians published by the
liturgical press

how does the christian response to the problem of evil contrast with that of other
worldviews  most  attempts  at  answering  the  problem of  evil  either  present  a
straightforward account of the truth claims of christianity or defend a minimalist
concept  of  god  this  book  is  different  inside  you  ll  examine  four  worldviews
responses to the problem of  evil  then you ll  hear the author s argument that
christian theism makes better  sense of  the phenomenon of  evil  in  the worldâ
equipping  you  to  reach  an  informed conclusion  this  book  s  unique  approachâ
integrating  worldviews  with  apologetics  with  theologyâ  will  give  you  a  better
understanding of the debate surrounding the problem of evil in both philosophy and
theology learn to think cogently and theologically about the problem of evil and
christianity s ability to answer its challenges with worldviews and the problem of
evil as your guide

d z phillips systematic attempt to discuss the problem of evil he argues that the
problem  is  inextricably  linked  to  our  conception  of  god  in  an  effort  to  distinguish
between logical and existential problems of evil that inheritance offers us distorted
accounts of god s omnipotence and will in his interlude phillips argues that as a
result  god  is  ridiculed  out  of  existence  and  found  unfit  to  plead  before  the  bar  of
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decency however phillips  elucidates a neglected tradition in  which we reach a
different  understanding  of  god  s  presence  amidst  suffering  and  addresses  the
ultimate question of how god can be said to be with those who are crushed by life s
afflictions

for many centuries philosophers have been discussing the problem of evil one of the
greatest problems of intellectual history there are many facets to the problem and
for students and scholars unfamiliar with the vast literature on the subject grasping
the main issues can be a daunting task this companion provides a stimulating
introduction to the problem of evil more than an introduction to the subject it is a
state  of  the  art  contribution  to  the  field  which  provides  critical  analyses  of  and
creative insights on this longstanding problem fresh themes in the book include evil
and the meaning of life beauty and evil evil and cosmic evolution and anti theodicy
evil  is  discussed  from  the  perspectives  of  the  major  monotheistic  religions
agnosticism and atheism written by leading scholars in clear and accessible prose
this book is an ideal companion for undergraduate and graduate students teachers
and scholars across the disciplines

this account of evil takes the book of job as its guide the book of job considers
physical pain social bereavement the origin of evil theodicy justice divine violence
and reward such problems are explored by consulting ancient and modern accounts
from the fields of theology and philosophy broadly conceived some of the literature
on  evil  especially  the  philosophical  literature  is  inclined  toward  the  abstract
treatment of such problems bringing along the suffering job will serve as a reminder
of the concrete lived experience in which the problem of evil has its roots

from pre christian times until the present day philosophers have discussed whether
given evil belief in god can logically be maintained theists and non theists remain
unconvinced by one another s arguments this study re examines the question of
god and evil from a neutral standpoint and claims that neither side has come to
adequate grips  either  with the question itself  or  with the other  side s  case chiefly
because of failure to distinguish the kinds of problem raised by evil
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