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this report is the third in a series based on findings about young children s early experiences
with school from the early childhood longitudinal study kindergarten class of 1998 99 ecls k
sponsored by the u s department of education national center for education statistics the
ecls k study selected a nationally representative sample of kindergartners in the fall of 1998
and is following these children through the spring of their fifth grade year the study collects
information directly from the children their families teachers and schools this report looks at
children s school performance during first grade in terms of their reading and mathematical
knowledge and skills by relating them to child family and school characteristics the report
finds that some of the differences in children s reading and mathematics knowledge and
skills by child family and school characteristics that are present as they enter kindergarten
persist into the spring of their kindergarten and spring of their first grade year for example
poor  children  consistently  score  below  the  national  average  in  both  reading  and
mathematics across the kindergarten year and into the spring of first grade these findings
also suggest differences that are beginning to emerge by children s sex by spring of first
grade females are more likely to be reading understanding words in context whereas males
are more likely be proficient at advanced mathematics multiplication and division however
some differences do seem to wane for example in both reading and mathematics hispanic
children s scores tend to move upward toward the national mean over these two school
years the longitudinal nature of the ecls k will enable researchers to track these differences
in terms of children s third and fifth grade reading and mathematics performance the report
also notes that children who bring certain knowledge and skills with them to kindergarten
are likely to be at an advantage in classroom learning compared to peers who do not
possess such resources the descriptive analyses of the report show that children who have
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specific cognitive knowledge and skills are read to frequently possess positive approaches to
learning and enjoy very good or excellent general health perform better in reading and
mathematics than those without these resources includes data and standard error tables
appended is  a  table  of  regression  coefficients  for  the  relationship  between children  s
resources and skills to their spring kindergarten and spring first grade reading performance
contains 18 references hth

this  book  is  devoted  to  an  increasingly  important  educational  problem in  the  modern
societies school achievement and failure school failure is presently a problem in developed
as well as in developing countries in the spanish and portuguese speaking countries in
europe and latin america school achievement and failure is consequently an important topic
of political social and scientific discussion the following papers revise the latest research in
the field from the perspective of psychology

school entry is a critical life event for young children students begin this new phase of their
lives with very different abilities due to their individual characteristics previous experiences
and education while some children hardly know any letters or numbers others can already
read write and calculate quite fluently to optimally support young learners according to their
respective starting conditions teachers must recognize students learning prerequisites and
adapt instruction to students needs to this end both valid and economical assessments as
well as effective and differentiated interventions are needed this research topic addresses
new developments in early assessments and assessment based interventions around the
time of school entry from the last year before enrollment until second grade in particular this
research topic aims to bring together research that directly contributes to assessing children
s difficulties  and providing evidence based support  we highly  welcome new innovative
approaches  from  the  fields  of  education  didactics  and  psychology  that  focus  on  the
assessment and assessment based instruction in reading writing and maths any empirical
studies that help to improve the assessment and assessment based interventions for the
competencies mentioned are welcome we are looking for empirical quantitative or qualitative
studies dealing with the target group of children around the age of school entry last year of
kindergarten to second grade elementary school that include at least one of the following
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topics the presentation or testing of new assessment procedures that focus on performance
in and prerequisites for reading writing and maths assessment based interventions both
whole class or individual approaches in reading writing and maths the co development of
sub skills in reading writing and maths and consequences for assessment and intervention
please note that manuscripts without prior submission of an abstract will not be considered
for the research topic

this newly expanded edition has been divided into two major parts part one discusses the
curricular cases curricular changes needed changes in instructional delivery and the visible
and invisible dropout the suggested reforms will have an immediate salutary effect on both
schools and community part two provides new data on delinquency and dropouts alternative
centers for learning noncurricular changes immigrant and seasonal farm workers and current
prevention practices this comprehensive book will be especially useful to teachers school
administrators educational policymakers and anyone concerned with dropout prevention
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