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the witch is a uniquely powerful image in western society it is a symbol alternately vilified ridiculed and
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idealised by differing sectors of society and is a powerful symbol in western mythology this book traces the

evolution of  the modern representations of  witchcraft  and paganism from the popular  imaginings of

witchcraft in 16th century england to their contemporary manifestations amongst neo pagan and wiccan

religious movements in america australia and great britain today tracing how this symbol is continually

constructed and reconstructed by the neo pagan movement is indicative of broader social political and

cultural issues arising out of the interaction of romantic and enlightenment epistemes in western society

central  to  this  process  is  the  locating of  representations  of  witchcraft  within  the  twin discourses  of

romanticism and enlightenment modernity beginning with the aftermath of the english witch hunting craze

of the 17th century the book examines how the witch transformed from a symbol of ridicule during the

enlightenment to an idealised symbol of romantic rebellion which led to its systemic adoption by romantic

religious and political movements along the path it examines the development of the neo pagan movement

from 19th century romantic pagan revivals to gardner s wiccan movement the sixties counter culture the

rise  of  eco  feminist  neo  paganism  and  the  contemporary  phenomena  of  teen  witches  and  pop

commercialization this book is part of the ritual studies monograph series edited by pamela j stewart and

andrew strathern department of anthropology university of pittsburgh modern paganism is still  in the

process of finding its history dr waldron brings to the quest a very wide knowledge of all aspects of the

subject and a good grasp of cultural theory he is fair to all the players in a notoriously complex and

fractious field and covers it deftly and evenly deploying his learning and his intellectual models with a light

but sure touch ronald hutton professor of historical studies bristol university waldron s identification and

critique of the core aspects of the modern witch s identity provide what should be seen as an invitation for

practitioners to remove our rose coloured glasses approach to our own history and instead to take on board

the results of rigorous investigation for the general public by whom witches are so often misunderstood an

academic examination of the movement can only enhance the likelihood of tolerance and understanding that

are the essence of religious pluralism caroline tully witchcraft magazine david waldron has done the

scholarly community neo pagans and anyone interested in the study of neo paganism and witchcraft a great

service with this volume in addition to its historical cultural and social overview of the subject matter it

makes for an interesting study in the construction of identities and symbolism within witchcraft i highly

recommend this book john w morehead senior editor sacred tribes journal and director western institute for

intercultural studies waldron does an excellent job of summarizing the history of the english witch trials

their end and the development and commercialization of the witchcraft and pagan movements the book will
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be useful for those who want to begin exploring that history as well as to scholars of ideas who want to

consider and investigate his basic thesis of the relationship between the romantic and the enlightenment

epistemes helen a berger west chester university journal for the scientific study of religion

tired of the politics and dogma of the christian church thousands of spiritual seekers have found the

answers in co creation spirituality a progressive formulation of doctrine and ritual that bridges the gap

between wiccan ideology and the original intent of the christian mysteries cauldron of transformation

refreshingly approaches spirituality from an unbiased view and proclaims the truth and beauty of five

religious traditions celtic druidism buddhism christianity santeria and shamanism lady sabrina teaches you

how to blend and combine the wisdom of these different traditions into a living spiritual system of your

own

a comparative reader that takes an anthropological approach to the study of religious beliefs both strange

and familiar

written for the wiccan family this practical handbook shares the belief structure and practices of the first

temple of the craft of w i c a one of the oldest legally recognized churches with 35 photographs of actual

ritual practice his is a highly usefull addition to any wiccan library

a wiccan high priestess with a master s degree in counseling offers real life case studies and examples of

what has worked and what hasn t in forming a coven

over 25 articles by young innovative thinkers fill this hip manual for independent thinking witches wiccans

and pagans illustrations includes each day s moon information pagan holidays plus planetary and color

correspondences

explores the history of witchcraft in the united states from the earliest colonies through the beginning of the

twenty first century

an international review

taken  together  these  stimulating  case  studies  and  philosophical  essays  are  a  moving  statement  for

understanding human expressiveness in a new way

wicca is essentially a celtic oriented religion but its mystery tradition is derived from several outside
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cultures as well readers of this book are exposed to a sense of the rich heritage that has been passed from

one community to another and that now resides within this system for spiritual development illustrations

rita m gross offers an engaging survey of the changes feminism has wrought in religious ideas beliefs and

practices around the world as well as in the study and understanding of religion itself this book will be an

important resource for all ongoing work in feminist teaching and research in religion rosemary radford

ruether

annotation most  new or alternative religious are gravely misunderstood by members of  the religious

mainstream labeled cults or sects groups and their members are often ridiculed or otherwise disregarded as

weird and potentially dangerous by the populace at large despite their efforts at educating the general public

the various anti  and counter cult  activists have in fact promoted much more mis understanding than

accurate understanding of the religious lives of some of their fellow citizens consequently they have helped

to create a very hostile environment for anyone whose religious practices do not fit within a so called

mainstream this set rectifies the situation by presenting accurate comprehensive authoritative and accessible

accounts of various new and alternative religious movements that have been and are active in american

society and it addresses ways of understanding new and alternative religions within a broader context

determining what actually constitutes a new or alternative religion is a subject of constant debate questions

arise as to a new faith s legitimacy beliefs methods of conversion and other facets of a religious movement

s viability and place in a given culture how a religion gains recognition by the mainstream which often

labels such new movements as cults is fraught with difficulty tension and fear here experts delineate the

boundaries and examine the various groups beliefs movements and other issues related to new faiths and

alternative beliefs readers will come away with a fuller understanding of the religious landscape in america

today volume 1 history and controversies discusses the foundations of new and alternative religions in the

united states and addresses the controversies that surround them this volume helps readers better understand

what makes a new or alternative belief system a religion and the issues involved volume 2 jewish and

christian traditions explores the various new religions that have grown out of these two abrahamic faiths

groups such as the shakers the people s temple the branch davidians jehovah s witnesses and others are

examined volume 3 metaphysical new age and neopagan movements looks at shamanism spiritualism wicca

and paganism among other movements as they have developed and grown in the u s these faiths have found

new and devoted followers yet are often misunderstood volume 4 asian traditions focuses on those new and
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alternative religions that have been inspired by asian religious traditions from baha i to soka gakkai from

adidam to the vedanta society contributors look at a full range of groups practicing and worshiping in the u

s today volume 5 african diaspora traditions and other american innovations examines the various traditions

linked to the african diaspora such as rastafarianism santeria and the nation of islam alongside traditions

that are truly american incarnations like scientology ufo religions and heaven s gate some of the new and

alternative religions covered in these pages include shamanism wicca black israelites santeria scientology

elan vital hare krishna soka gakkai and many more

reads medieval texts long considered the historical basis for western drama as part of the latin christian

intellectual tradition

covering the whole period of the scottish witch hunt from the mid 16th century to the early 18th this book

is a collection of essays on scottish witchcraft and witch hunting it provides a comparative dimension of

witch hunting beyond scotland
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